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such regulations are made, the present re-
gulations, where applicable, to remain in
foree” ; but he had not considered where
the words should be inserted. )

Hon. A. P. MATHESON sa... he was
not altogether prepared to accept the
amendment proposed by Mr. Whitcombe.
THere was s certain amount of force in
what that hon. member saidy but the
amendment went too far, inasmuch os it
would result in no regulations being avail-
able until they had been placed beforz
Parliament. The fault of the clause was
that no power was given to Parliament
to revige the regulations when they had
been gazetted, the usual words in such
clauses having been omitted.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE asked leave to
withdraw the amendment,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hown. A. P. MATHESON moved, as an
amendment, that the words, “and shall
continue in force unless repealed or al-
tered as aforesaid, or disallowed by beih
Houges of Parliament” be inserted be-
tween “law” and “and” in line 6.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clouse as amended agreed to.

Clauses 556 and 56—agreed to.

On the motion of the CoLoxiaL Skcre-
TARY, progress was reported and leave
given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

At 9.45 p.m. the House adourned until
the following day.
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¥egislative Bssembly,
Tuesday, 30th August, 1898.

Papers presented—Question:  Storekeeper's
Department, Hours of Labour—Frenio-
tle Harbour Works, Particulars of Dredg-
ing, «te.—Question: Railway Rolling
Stock, Particulars—Transfer of Land Act
Amendment Bill, frst reading—Work-
men's Wages Bill, first reading—Duties
of Customs and Excise: Revised Sche-
dule, in Committee, further considered ;
Division on itew, Frozen Meat—Health
Bill, in Committee, clauges 190 to 241—
Adjournment.

Tur Speaker took the chair aé 4.30
g'elock p.m.

PraymRs,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Postal Department
Embezzlements, Particulars as ordered,
Agricultural Department, Report for
1897-8.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION : STOREKEEPER'S BRANCH.
HOURS OF LABOUR.

Mr. HIGHAM asked the Premier—I,
What were the hours of labour in the
Stores Branch for the manual and cleri-
cal stafis, both permanent and tempor-
ary. 2, Whether it was proposed that
these men, when removed to the new
stores at North Fremantle, shouid work
from 7.20 a.m. to 5 p.m., with one hour
allowed for lumch. 3, Also whether it
wasg correct that those on the temporary
staff were expected to work overtime
without extra remuneration.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied:—1 (z) For all laboyr
in store, 7.20 to & p.m. daily, less ofe
hour, 12 to 1, except Saturday, 7.20 to
12 only, equal to 48 hours per week,
{6) For clerical, permanent, and tempor-
ary, in head office (which office is now
of mnecessity a separate building from
store), 9 to 4.15 daily, less one hour for
luncheon. Saturday, 9 to 12 only. 2, It
is proposed to maintain the existing hours
at North Fremantle ; but the better con-
ditions and altered circumstances may
necessitate a re-arrangement of the
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bours. 3, Yes. Both permanent and tem.
porary clerks work overtime without extra
regmuneration, as in other departments.
Manual or store labourers receive over-
time when they work.

QUESTION : FREMANTLE HARBOUR
‘]}}"P(I}‘KS! PARTICULARS OF LoneUGING,
Mr. GEORGE asked the Director of
Public Works :—1, whether it was cor-
rect that Sir John Coode, in his report
as to the feasibility of opening up the
river at Fremantle, made the following
statement : —“The cost of the works re-
quired to open up the entrance to the
river, putting aside for the moment the
practicability of maintenance of depth
when so formed, may be put down at
£530,000. This sum would cover the
construction of two protection moles,
internal training banks, the removal of
the rock bar, and the formation of a
channel ‘below the bridge. The aim of
these works would be to afford a navig-
able depth of 18 feet at low water, but
as | have previously intimated, there is
not the slightest prospect of such an en-
trance 'being kept open, or the depth
maintained therein.” 2, Of the sand
dredging now being done, what propor-
tion was due to sand drifting down
the river. 3, What was the estimated
cost per year of maintenance to secure
o depth of 30ft. up to the Railway
Bridge. 4, Whether in the original
scheme of the department it was pro-
posed to remove the present railway
bridge te a site further up the river.
9, If so, what provision was made for this
work in the estimates laid before Parlia-
ment. 6, Whether it was now proposed
to let the railway bridge remain on its
present site. 7, Whether there was any
anxiety on the part of the responsible
authorities as to the stability of the rail-
way bridge, in consequence of the sand
drift dredging, or any other cause. 8§, If
80, what steps it was proposed to take to
prevent a collapse occurring, and to se-
cure the safety of the travelling public.
Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. F. H. Piesze) replied:—1, It is
quite true that Sir John Coode made the
statement alleged, but the inference which
the hon. member, judging by the following
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questions, has apparently drawn from
it is not correct, as is fully evidenced by
the portion of Sir John Coode’s report
immedintely following the portion quoted,
which is clearly to the effect that the
difficulty which Sir John Coode appre-
hended of maintainiog the depth of water
was not due to anything he apprehended
from sand travelling down the river, but
to supposed sand travel along the coast
from north to south, which he stated
would be of large magnitude; and, in
fact, as regards the river current, he im-
plied that it would be better if there were
more rather than less of that. We have
the evidence, however, over a series of
years, that there is practically no sand
travel in the ocean from north to south,
and, consequently, that there has been
no accumulation of sand on the north
side of north mole ; so there is no reason
to fear any ill results from sand travel
along the coast, and the tendency of sand
to come down the river can be very easily
checked. 2, It ia impossible to say how
much sand has come down or is coming
down the river, but the quantity as a
whole cannot have been great, as the ten-
dency has been to silt up rather than to
seour out between the road and railway
bridge. 3, It is not intended, at present
at any rate, to meet the sand travel
down the river by means of dredging.
What is intended is, if necessary, to pre-
vent it coming down by means of a weir
of timber or rock placed in bottom of
river a little below the railway bridge.
4, No. 5, None. 6, Yes. 7, There is
no immediate anxiety, but the matter is
being very carefully watched, surveys
and soundings, with a view of knowing
from time to time exactly how the matter
stands, having been put in operation
since May last, when the tendency to
scour first displayed itself. 8, As already
stated, in reply to question No. 3, it is
intended, if necessary, to protect the bed
of the river, a little below the railway
bridge, from scour by piling or rock
work.

QUESTION : RAILWAY ROLLING STQCK,
PARTICULARS.

Mgr. HOLMES asked the Commissioner
of Railways,—1, What was the estimated
value and particulars of rolling-stock on
order at the present time. 2, Whether
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the department intended to issue any
further orders during the current year.
3, If s0, to what extent.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied:—1,
£141,797 ; namely, 6 class “B” engines,
£13,600; 6, class “G” engines, £16,400 ;
less paid, on account of two delivered
£4,770; total, £11,630. 10 class “N”
engines, £23,800; duplicate parts,
£1,286; 12 class ‘R engines, £29,352 ;
duplicates, £6,009; wheels and axles,
£615; 19 1st eclass lavatory cars,
£24,066; 28 2nd class lavatory cars,
£31,449; total, £141,797. 2, No. 3,
See reply to No. 2.

TRANSFER OF LAND ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Introduced by Mg. A. Formest, and
read a first time.

_ WORKMEN'S WAGES BILLL,

Introduced by the ArroRNeY GENERAL,
and read a first time.

DUTIES OF CUSTOMS AND FXCISE
(REVISION).

IN COMMITTER,

Consideration of second schedule (as
proposed by the Premier} resumed.

Cheese—Two pence per pound:

[Mr. LEare having moved, at the last
sitting, that the words “two pence per
pound” be struck out, and “free of duty”
inserted in lieu thereof, the item was now
further considered.]

Mr. LEAEKE: A great deal of cheese
was imported into the colony, but inas-
much as this imporé did not affect any
local industry, he did not see why we
should have the duty, even as reduced in
the schedule. The working classes con-
sumed a larpe quantity of this article of
diet ; and although we heard a great deal
about dairy factories in West Australia,
we never heard that they had reached the
high level of making cheese.

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir I
Forrest) : No one in this House was more
degirous thnn he that every article of food
should be free of duty, and that everyone
should get all he required at as cheap a
rate as possible; but we must, as prac-
tical men entrusted with the control of
the country, look at the matter from a
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practical point of view. We must have
revenue somehow, and if not obtained
from chcese, we must get it from some
thing else. If we gave up revenue to the
extent of £4,000 by reducing the duty on
cheese, which cught to have the effect
aof lowering the price of the article by a

.penny per pound, people ought to bhe

reasonnble and to say, “An attempt has
been made to reduce the price, and if
necessities are less later on, you may de
pend on it that those who have reduced
it to the extent of & penny per pound will
be glad to make n still further reduction.”
This colony did not produce much
cheese; therefore the tariff must be re-
garded, to o large exfent, as one for pro-
ducing revenue. Of course, there was a
prospect and hope that by-and-by cheese
would be produced here in quality as
good ag elsewhere.  That this colony
could produce cheese, no one would deny.
A person who was an expert had offered
to establish the industry here, and the
Government said they would grant a
bonus for the purpese; hut owing to
counter attractions at the time in
other directions, the expert did mnot
go on with the project. .JHe was
an experienced man, who had had
practice in other parts of the world, and
he asserted that good cheese could easily
he produced here. Although it was not
done in that instance, there wns not the
slightest reason why we should not pro-
duce cheese in West Australia in the
southern parts. If hon. members re-
moved the £12,000 of revenue derived
from the duty on cheese, we should have
to make up the amount in some other
way. Though the general revenue al ihiz
time was not unsatisfactory, it was con-
giderably less than last year: for when
we totalled the receipts and compared
them with what they were in august of
lnst year, the deficiency this month wou'd
be £27,000. Some hon. members had uni
the slightest idea of responsibility. If
they were in his position, they would not
act in the airy way in which some of them
talked We were doing as much ag any-
one could expect in making the reductions
proposed in the revised schedule. It was
of no use to put duties on articles that
were not necessary and would not produce
revenue. We must put them on articles
which were mnecessary and would pro-



1294 Customs and Excise Duties: [ASSEMBLY.]

duce revenue, or we must make a big
allowance with regard to duties on art:-
cles that were not necessaries. He hoped
the Committes would reject the amend-
ment.

Mn, Georoe: The reduction would be
equal to ninepence per head per year;
and that was a big lot to save.

Mr. WILSON: The bulk of the work-
ing men of the colony partook of cheese
very largely, esvecially in the middle of the
day. Nine out of ten did so. The Pre-
mier had told us that, over and over

again,

Tue Premigr: Nothing was said about
it this time.

Mr, George: The present duty re-

presented 1s. 6d. per head per year.

Mr. WILSON: One shilling and six-
pence put on to ancther 1s 6d. would make
3s., and that 3s. added to another three
shillings would make 6s. By that pro-
cese, taxation would become unbearable.
He hoped the Committee would sirike off
the duty entirely. He did not think a
pound of cheese was produced here.

A MewBeErR: A good many pounds.

Mr, WILSON: A bit of West Austra-
liam cheese was something which he had
never yet been able to get.

Tee Premier: A little cheese had
always been rroduced in West Australia,
and more could be produced.

Mr. WILSON: As to responsibility,
it should be borne in mind that hon.
members on the Opposition side of the
House had also their share of responsi-
bility. A distinct pledge was made to
the country last year that some duties
should be reduced and others abolished.

Mr. MONGER: The amendment
brought forward was a matter for sur-
prise, and there was also ground for sur-
prise at the attempt of the Government
to make any reduction whatever. If we
were going to abolish the duty on cheese
consumed by working men, let there be
a very stiff increase of the duty on fancy
brands, such as Gorgonzola and Limbur-
ger. Working men did not consume the
particular brands he had named, and
they would never be likely to do so, be-
cause their own good taste régarding
cheese would prevent them from deing
50.
Mr. QUINLAN: As to the old argu-
ment about cheese being sc much used
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by working men, it was rather an article
of luxury amongst them, and they seldom
used it.

Mr Wison: Thirty thousend pounds
worth of cheese was imported in 1896.

Ter PreMier: Who ate it?

Mr QUINLAN: The revenue must be
raised in some way, and no hetter means
could be devised than a duty on cheese,
which was not produced largely in the
colony, though it might be, and he be
lieved efforts were being made in that
direction. He hoped the item would
stand as printed.

Mr. MORAN: If the reduction in the
revenue indicated by the Premier this
evening was to go on through the year,
there would be a deficiency of £324,000
to face at the end of the year, unless
gome extraordinary development took
place, which could not be reckened upon
with certainty. It would be absolutely
criminal to make estimates on the chance
of another great discovery of gold; for
although it might happen, we could not
safely anticipate it. Having been op-
posed to the reduction of revenue for this
year, except on the one item of meat,
which was the staple of life, he hoped to
see all the reductions in this schedule re-
jected by the Committee. Since the
Premier had made the pnnouncement this
evening that the revenue was falling, as
compared with the two months of the pre-
vious year, he felt still more opposed to
apy reduction of the tarfi; because if
the loss was to ge on in the proportion
indicated by the Premier, and reductions
were ordered to be made on this tariff,
there would probably be a deficiency of
£500,000 at the end of the year. The
Premier had made a promise last year to
reduce some duties and abolish others ; but
surely he was not the first Premier who
had made promises of a kind which could
not be carried out in the altered circum-
stances of a subsequent period. A verbal
promise was not of so much importance
s the maintenance of a sound financial
position ; and members of thiz House
were less concerned about keeping the
Premier’s promise than they were about
preserving a proper financial balance.
The Premier ‘deserved great ecredit, of
course, for endeavouring to keep the pro-
mise he had made; but surely great
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changes had come over the colony since
then. -

Mg. Leagg: Everybody saw them com-
ing, except the Government.

Mr. MORAN: The Premier had just
said that the revenue showed o falling off
equal to £27,000, as compared with the
corresponding month of last year ; there-
fere he (Mr. Moran) would consistently
oppose every reduction in this schedule,
and would use his efforts to throw out
the Tariff Bill, if it were brought in. It
was a mistake to pay off the deficiency
in one year, wher we knew the works
which had been created through that ex-
penditure were an asset of the colony
available for the future, and were pro-
perly such works as might bave been
charged to loan. It was a rule of good
finance that a Treasurer should rather
have a deficit than a surplus; for it was
considered to be bad financial manage-
ment to take more money out of the
pockets of the people than was necessary
for the requirements of the country.

Mr. A. FORREST: The schedule
should be supported as it stood. The fact
that the customs revenue showed a de-
crease was serious in itself ; but as to the
member for Albany professing to have
seen, twelve months ago, that a depres-
sion was coming on, surely that could
hardly be so from what he knew of the
opdrations of the member for Albany
during the past twelve months, be-
cause the hon. member would not
have gone into such enterprises as
he did, if he had seen the “slump”
coming. After hearing the remarks of
the member for East Coolgardie (Mr.
Moran), it was gratifying to find that
some members on the Government side
were against any reduction in the revenue.
The position of the colony was peculiar,
for a. month hence it might be booming,
or it might be going back. The majority
of its resources were in a flourishing con-
dition, and that was an encouraging fact,
Because the revenue showed a tendency
tn decrease during the first two months,
that was no reason why we should ory
out that there was poing to be a deficit
at the end of the year ; nor was it suffi-
cient reason to take alarm when finanecial
institutions were found pulling in the
reins, as some of them had been doing,
without rhyme or reason. He was sorry
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that some financial institutions had been
calling up money at very short notice,
when there was nothing to warrant them
in assuming that this colony was going
backward. If it was the wish of hon.
members generally on the Opposition as
well as the Government side, that this
schedule of reductions should he with-
drawn, he would join in appealing to the
Government to withdraw it for the pre-
gent year, with the object of bringing in
a comprehensive measure for revising the
whole tariff next year. After the remarks
which had been made on both sides, he
suggested to the Government that it
would be well to take this course.

Mr. EENNY: Poverty was aaid to
make strange hedfellows, and it also ap-
peared that a discussion for amending
the tariff was responsible for svme curious
arguments.. He could not regard the re-
vised list of duties as being o revenue
tariff, for he believed it would be pos-
gible to get £100,000 of additional
revenue, while reducing every item in the
food duties. With all due resvect to the
occupants of the Government benches,
it was not credible that they came into
the House with a serious intention of
carrying out what they professed to
desire. He would a thousand times
rather have geen a thoroughly revised
tariff for giving to the Treasurer the
revenue required, and vet giving to the
masses their food free of duty. That was
what the country had asked for, but the ear
of the Government had ever been shut to
the cry of the country. This schedule wasa
sort of apology, and the Government,
backed by their overwhelming majority,
had mow the audacity to ask Opposition
members to join them in withdrawing it.
The Premier, while directly responsible to
his Government for promises made, did
not realise the fact that he was also re-
gponsible to the country ; but the Premier
simply relied on his overwhelming
majority. Yet we were now asked, by
“the power behind the throme,” to join
the Government in withdrawing the
schedule. No member on the Opposition
side of the House had any desire to Gnd
himself in the high and responsible posi-
tion of a catspaw to pull the nuts out of
the fire for the Government.

Mr. LOCEKE: The question was
whether there should be a reduction of
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1d. per lb. on cheese. He would sup-
port the jtem as printed ; but if the Gov-
ernment were prepared to withdraw the
schedule,he would be all the better pleased.
It was certain the Government had the
power to do as they chose in the mat-
ter. Though the colony’s position at
the present was not very good, sull there
did not appear the slightest reason for
fear. It did appear to him that, if the
Government were to withdraw the sche-
dule and promise to deal with the whole
tariff next year in more favourable cir-
cumstances, they would be eble then to
reduce it somewhat to suit the require-
ments of the working classes. As far as
his part of the country was concerned,
the duty on cheese could not be con-
sidered as protective, but as purely a
revenue duty; and if any item of food
in the schedule could be dispensed with
by the working classes, it was surely
cheese. So long as the working men
could get bread and meat cheaply, few
of them would care for cheese.

Mi. GEORGE: The few words he had
uttered had brought sbout a very bene-
ficial discussion, which might be summed
up in the question, whether the Com-
mittee would decide to pass the schedule
or withdraw jit. 1f they were prepared
to withdraw it, it meant, as he had said,
that it would have been better had the
Government seen their way to appoint
n Committee, congisting of members of
the House with representatives of the
commerecial community and of working
men, to thoroughly go through the
tariff. Had that been done, instead of
the jumble now under consideration,
there might have been evolved a tariff
which, while bringing in the necessary
revenue, would adjust the burden of
taxation s0 as fo Ffall equally upon all
clagses, and not press unduly on some
sections of the community for the benefit
of others. Whatever promise was made
twelve months ago could, in the nltered
circumstances of the country, be fairly
and justly reconsidered. Tt would hardly
he fatr to hurl a reproach ngainst the
Government even if they put the posi-
tion before the country in this way:
“Last year, our revenue beine a full and
ample one, we said we were prepared
te bring about eertain reductions of duty,
but this year the prospects of the coun-
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try are temporarily clouded, and we can-
not see our way to reduce the revenue;
therefore the fulfillment of our promise
will have to stand over, although you
still have our sympathy.” Speaking in-
dividually, and doubtless meost hon. mem:-
bers would agree with him, the country
was quite good enough, and so were the
things in it. True, no one was making

.boom profits, nor was it desirable that

we should be; and this check from which
we were suffering slightly now would do us
good by bringing us to our bearings, and
making us face the situation properly and
like men. It would do good if it made us
tone down our expenditure and our ex
pectationg to the level of our revenue
Some hon. members had spoken as if they
were almost exulting at the possibility of
the revenue not coming up to the mark
Such observations were decidedly unwar
rantable and out of place. If the revenuc
did not come up to the mark, that was
rather a matter for regret than for re
joicing. Hon. members should rather try
to help the Government out of the mess.
if they were in a mess, than to bark al
and exult over them in their misfortunes
if they were unfortunate. If the Govern
ment stuck to the schedule he would sup-
port them ; or, if they withdrew it, he
woutld support the withdrawal.

Tee PREMIER: The Governmeni
hoped that no idea of withdrawing these
revised items of the tariff would ente:

, into the mindsof hon. members. The Gov-

ernment had gone inte the matter with
considerable trouble, and did not supypose
they would lose revenue by it. On the
contrary, we expected that the items ox
which the duties were increased would
counterbalance those reduced. and that we
would be able to keep our pledges in re
gard to the abelition—theough abolitior
spplied only to one item—in regard to s
reduction of duties upon food to the ex:
tent of £45,000. There was no real
cauge for anxiety, certainly not for greal
anxiety, so long as wise and moderate
counsels prevailed. As he had said, the
revenue would be .£27,000 less for this
month than for the corresponding month
of lagt vear ; but it was still a verv con.
giderable revenue. It amounted tc
£220,000 for the ocurrent month of
August, and that was very good indeed,
when compared with what it was in July,
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whicn was a short month, having five or
gix days less in it than the current month.
The accounts having been made up to
the 25th of the month, June was of course
a lopg month and July a shorter me;
still, he was satisfied with the revenue of
this month. Taking all things into con-
sideration, we might be well pleased, and

there were evidences that the depression®

in respect of revenue would not be so
great as some members seemed to anti-
cipate.  There could be no doubt that
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the customs revenue had suffered greatly -

during the months of July and August, in

anticipation of these tariff proposals, be- |

cause people had been holding back in
every possible way ; therefore, the sooner
we came to a conclusion in regard io this
matter, the sooner would business people
proceed in the ordinary way in the impot-
tation of dutiable gooda.
had better go on with thease items in the
schedule. Taking them altogether, they
appenred to be wisely conceived. Having
had an opportunity of giving a great deal

of attention to the matter, and of hearing

what had been anid by hon. members, he
thought it much better to settle the ques-
tion now than to postpone its considera-
tion, and do in another year what we
ought to do in this. No doubt his friends
opposite would be glad if the Gov-
ernment consented to withdraw these pro-
posals, for they would then have a handle,
which he did not intend they should have

if he could help it, for they could say the |

Government had broken their pledges and
promises. That was what the Govern-
ment did not intend to do. Still, he must
say that promises made in one session
could not be binding upon the Govern-
ment next session, if the conditions were
altered ; all such promises being condi-
tional. Hon. members complained some-
times that sonle item he had promised to
place on the annual Estimates did not
find a place there.
MR. GEORGE:
complaints of that kind in the present

ear.
d Tee PREMIER: To such hon. mem-
bers his reply would be that he had pro-
mised to put certain items on the Esti-
mates, but there were not funds to en-
able him to do so, and that he would re-
member the point, and when the oppor-
tunity occurred he would fulfil what had

There would be more

The Committee -
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been a conditional promise. Hon. mem-
bers could kLest serve the country and
help the Government by allowing these
tariff smendments to pass; or, if mem-
bers succeeded in striking off any items,
it would be his part to ask hon. mem-
bers to impose otfier duties; therefore,
such & course would only be rob-
bing Peter to pay Paul. He would advise
the Committee to pass the proposals of
the Government, unless where it was
necessary to make amendments, as sub-
stantially in accord with those proposals
as it was possible for them to be.

Mz, GREGORY: No doubt it would
be suicidal for the Government to re-
duce the revenue thiz year.  Still, it
had been admitted that this duty on
cheese was for revenue purboses, and was
not a protectionist duty. That being
so, and it having been shown that the
present duty pressed heavily on the
working classes, it could be shown how
a larger revenue might be realised, and
the duties at the same time taken off the
absolute necessaries of the people. Sup-
posing that on the whole of our free list,
which was an immense one, a 5 per cent.
duty were placed? There were on that
list all kinds of iron implements, print-
ing paper for newspapers, printing ma-
chinery, block and other kinds of tin,
and many other materials, upon which
a 5 per cent. duty would more than rea-
lise the revenue required by the Pre-
mier, and would enable the dutics on
the necessaries of the working classes Lo
be redused. If the Premier could have
token the duty off cheese and placed ¢
on the other items he had mentioned, it
would have been much better. He hoped
the Government would reconsider the mat-
ter, because a 5 per cent. duty would not
be felt by anybody.  Secrews, bolts and
nuts, ‘and items of that description ran
intn large sums.  Great expense was
incurred by the country in passing
these items through the Customs, and it
was not obvious why a small duty of 5
per cent. would not be a fair imposition
on them.

Amendment (Mr. Lenke’s) put and
negatived, and the item passed.

Clocks and watches—agreed fo.

Coir rope, other Cordage—agreed to.

Twine, n.o.e.,, b per cent. ad valorem:
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Tee PREMIER moved that the item
be struck out, the duty being the same
as before.

Mn. GeoraR: Why not increase it?

Put and passed, and the item struck
out,

Doors (wooden), according to thick.
ness (three items)—agreed to.

emp and flax, unmanufactured—
agreed to.

Iron, galvanised, corrugated, 20s. per
ton:

Mr. VOSPER moved, as an amend-
ment, that the words “twenty shillings”
be struck out, and “ten shillings” inserted
in lieu thereof. It was desirable that
some reduction should be made in this
duty, which would be a heavy impost on
thz goldfields and other places, where
nearly all the buildings were constructed
of galvanised iron, Under the new rail-
way tariff introduced the other day there
was an increase in freight of 235s. per
ton ; and now it was proposed to impose
this import duty of 20s. per ton.

Tee Premir: Jarrah could be used
aad it was cheap.

Mgr. EWING : The duty proposed should
bs put on, and he was only sorry the
Government had not seen their way to
make it 40/- a.ton. The timber industry
was one which should be fostered; and
the more we could adept the principle of
producing articles here and impGrting less
from other places, the better it would be.

Mr. HUBBLE: The duty should be
adopted, and he did not understand why
the impost which used to exist was taken
off.

Mr. MORAN: It was a mistake to sup-
pose jarrah would be used instead of gal-
vaniged iron. It would be absolutely im-
possible to put as much jarrah as galva-
nised iron on to a camel’s back and have
it carried all over the goldfields. A -sheet
of galvanised iron was comparatively
light, and this iron was used for nearly
every kind of building, being the one con-
comitant of civilisation on the goldfields,
Wherever we saw a man on the goldfields
we might see a sheet of iron with him.
He protested particularly against the in-
creased railway charges.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RATL-
WAYS: Whilst desiring to see jarral
used throughout the country, he did not
think it could be utilised for the same
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purpose as galvanised iron. Jarrah was
good for the frame of a house, but for the
covering of the roof there was no better
material than galvanised iron, especially
on the goldfields. The duty on galvanised
iron and the increased railway freight,
would be only £2 ds. per ton: and as
one ton would be sufficient to build
an  eight-roomed ‘house, the im-
post  would not really be heavy.
A great quantity of galvanised iron was
used on the geldfieids, but quite twr
thirds of the total quantity .mported was
utilised in the coastal towns ; so that, after
all, if the duty was going to be a burden,
it would fall upon every portion of the
people.

Mr. VOSPER: If one travelled be-
tween here and Northam, he would find
that workmen's cottages were built of
iron, even the cottages at timber sta-
tions, He did not know whether the rea-
son was that timber was unsuitable, or
whether iron was cheaper.  Govern-
ment buildings all over the country were
built of gelvaniged iron; and although
only a small amount of galvanieed iron
was required for roofing, yet on the gold-
fielde everything was built of iron, and
people used it for side-walls and linings.

Tur Coumissioner oF Ramwayvs:
That was to save labour,

Me. VOSPER: Also to save expense,
Having already imposed the incressed
charge of 25s. & ton for railway freight,
th: Government might very well spare the
consumers this additional duty.

Mr, GEORGE : The duty was a reason-
able one, and when formerly the duty was
£2 a ton, it did net seem to hurt anyone.
Tliere was, however, certainly ground for
complaint relative to the increased rail-
way charges, which not only affected
people living on the fields but also others.

Mg. A. FORREST: A duty on galva-
nised iron was required for revenue pur-
peses, and the small amount now pro-
posed would not hurt anybody. The duty
was formerly £2 per ton, but the people
on the goldfields had then to pay £30
or £40 per ton for carting, and so the
Government tried to relieve them by
teking off the duty. Now it was proposed
o charge £1 per ton, and thiz would not
be felt sericusly by the many persons wio
veed galvaniged iron for smad ur lerge
s weldingy, -
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Amendment put and negatived, and the
item passed.

Machinery of all kinds, and parts of, 5
per ceat. ad valorem :

Mzr. EWING moved, as an amendment,
that the words, “and parts of” be struck
cut. His desire in moving this amend-
mem wag that the Premier should be will-
iny to insert the words again in a new
item, in order to increase the amount of
duty on parts of machinery to 10 per cent.
The effect of such increase would be that
those foundries in the colony which were
i i position to make or repair parts of
machinery, but were not equipped tor
making complete machines on o large
scale, would be benefited by the increase.
It would be better to give to our own
puaple the opportunity of doing repairs
to machinery, rather than encourage the
importation of parts of machinery at a
low rate of duty. He hoped the Premier
weuld consent to do what he had sug-
gested.

Tue PREMIER : Being desirous of en-
couraging local industries in this colony,
without unduly affecting other interests, he
wnas in favour of doing so as far as practic-
able; and oa that account some persons
regarded him as a protectionist, although
he did not believe in prohibition. He
wanted this countrv to be self-supporting
in its industries; but there were diffi-
culties in the way of that policy,
and this machinery question was one
of them, A great quantity of
machinery was necessary for the various
industries in the colony; and while pro-
viding for its importation at a low rate of
duty, we should aleo endeavour to build
ul. the machinery industry within the
colony by giving such protection as was
reasonable. Some time ago the duty on
machinery was abolished, and that was
appreciated by persons engaged in the
gold-mining industry and by agricultur-
ists. He knew, at the same time, that
the admission of machinery free of duty
had operated adversely on struggling
foundries, and if he could do anything to
agsist them he would be glad to do it. With
that object he waa prepared to meet the
hon. member, by promising to move, later,
that parts of machinery should be admit-
ted at 10 per cent. duty; although this
promise must depend upon assurance
being given by practical members, like the
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member for the Murray (Mr. George),
that parts of machinery could be made
here. He did not think the praposed in-
crease on parts of machinery would be
felt as a hardship. As for agricultural
machinery, he found that the whole value
imported last year amounted to only
£2,000, so that the slight increase on
parts of machinery would not be oppres-
sive on agriculturists. The Government
were trying, in this tariff, to help the agri-
eultural community, by retaining all the
duties on things which they produced;
therefore the agriculturists should help
a little in regard to other industries, by
giving this assistance to the foundries in
the colony. The effect would eventually
be to cheapen the price of machinery, by
encouraging its production in the coloay.

Mz. GEORGE: Having been appealed
to by the Premier, he would say that with
regard to the bulk of machinery imported,
there was not sufficient of it made in the
colony to supply the demand. Nearly
every kind of machinery requirea, except
agricultural implements, were made in the
colony at the various foundries ; and un-
less the foundry industry was to be as-
sisted, by encouraging persons to make
that which they could make, namely, the
parts required for repairing batteries,
engines, stone-crushers, and machines of
thet character, there would not be =uf-
ficient inducement for large foundries to
grow up in the celony. Stamper bat-
teries were made here at present, but not
in large quantities. =~ Every part of an
engine could be made here, and
had been for the last three years. Boilers
were not made here, and would not be a0
long as they could be imported at a low
rate ; because the duty on the raw ma-
terial for boilers was almost prohibitive,
whereas the freight on the finished article
was little more than that on the raw
materinl.  The result of increasing the
duty to 10 per cent., as had been sug-
gested, would not necessarily be to in-
creagse the price of articles to those who
used them ; because he knew of castings
having been supplied in this colony in
latge quantities at a cheaper rate than
they could be imported for, and this had
been done during the last three years, as
he could prove if necessary. So far as
pulleys, shafting, and breakages were con-
cerned, the little protection that was now
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proposed would change a languishing in-
dustry into one that might soon be fairly
prosperous. If the object were to make
the duty protective, say up to 20 per cent.,
he would not vote for it; but the small
amount of increase now suggested would
be reasonable, and assist to keep the work
within the colony.

Mg. MORAN : It should be remembered
that any protection given to the makers
of machinery within the colony would have
the effect of increasing the coslt of
machines to those who uscd them:, and
this would be a serious maiter for mine-
owners on the goldfields. The gold-
mining community were prepared to mak:
reasonable sacrifices for assisting agricul-
turists or others who sympathiged with
the mining industry, by giving reason-
able assistance when it was wanted ; but
it was possible to go too far in this matter.
The Premier had admitted that the first
duty of members was to restore full con-
fidence .in the colony; and it would not
be wise to impose an additional burden on
the all-important mining industry, by in-
creasing the cost of machinery. Seeing
that machinery as a finished product could
not be produced in large quantities in the
colony, wag it wise to increase the cost of
it to those who used this machinery, at a
time when the mining industry was suf-
fering under what was rather a “slump?”
The amount of revenue thus raised would
not compensate for the bad impression
caused by imposing such a duty at a time
when the gold-mining industry required
a little encouragement. Five per cent.
on such an item meant an enormous total,
for the value of the machinery in his con-
stituency alone might amount to a million
pounds, and it was impossible to deny that
a large quantity of additional machinery
might be imported. Was a company
which had machinery under order to be
mulcted in a duty on that machinery when
landed? Tt was freely admitted that
large machinery as a whole could not be
manufactured here.

Mr. George: But we must have re-
venue.

Mgr. MORAN: The amount of revenue
&0 obtained would not compensate, at this
critical moment, for the bad feeling that
would be created., He was prepared io

|
|

 the value of £1,326,479

tax parts of machinery. He proposed, as '
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an amendment, to strike out the words
“of ali kinds, and,” leaving the item to
read : ‘‘Machinery, parts of, § per cent.”

Tae Prewier: The item as it stood
would produce a revenue of some £13,000
fL year.

Mr. MORAN : That was a considerable
sum. Notwithstanding, he preferred t
tax those parts of machinery which could
be produced in the colony. If the Govern-
ment wished to encourage local foundries,
it would be better to do so by the bonus
gyatem.

Mr. KENNY opposed the amendment.
It was wonderful to see the interest taken
in the welfare of large companies, withouy
regard to what the men who were build-
ing up the country had to pay for the
privilege of doing so. Last year, when
debating the food duties, he found that
out of 41 articles which the prospector
or reefer must procure for his work, 31
paid 15 per cent. duty, 4 paid 20 per
cent., and 6 paid 10 per cent. duty, these
taxes being imposed on men who were the
pioneers of the great gold industry, apd
men who were worthy of the first con-
sideration, before any large capitalist or
company. [If the working prospector
could afford to pay an average duty ol
almost 30 per cent. on his necessaries,
there could be nothing unfair in asking
large companies to contribute 5 per cent.
towards the revenue. Wherever there
was gold, and it was admitted that we had
plenty, the capitalist would come forward
and develop it, and would hardly complain
of paying 5 rer cent. for the privilege ov
making the enormous profits seme com-
panies were making to-dayv. He would
strongly support the duty of b per cent. on
machinery.

Mu. A, FORREST agreed with the hon.
member that the capitalist could well af-
ford to pay this imposition of & per
cent.; and parts of machinery should
bear the heavier duty of 10 per cent.
Speaking as a northern member, he
wanted alse to help the fagtories of the
colony, though they were of no benefit to
his own constituency. In the report of
the Collector of Customs, it would be
found that the imports in 139% amounted
to £3,774,951, out of which goods to
came to this
country duty free; more ihan one-third
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of the total imports of goods made in
foreign countries, possibly by sweated
fabour, being admitted ‘here without
paying sixpemce of duty. In 1896 we
imported to the still greater value of
£6,493,657, and out of that sum
£2,400,990 came in free. In 1897 we
imported £6,418,565, of which goods to
the value of £2,320,863 came in free. It
appeared as if the people of the colony
did not care even if those goods were pro-
duced in China, go long as they got them
here cheaply. Foundries in all parts of
Australia required help; and, with few
exceptions, foundries had been unsuccess-
ful in the eastern colonies. A great firm
came to Western Australia more than
twelve months ago, and erected large

buildings and plant, but they found it.

paid them better to make the machinery
in Adelaide and send it to this colony,
where it eame in duty free. But were a
duty imposed, such people would come
here, and possibly employ a large amount
of labour, thus benefiting everyone in the
country. For these reasons he could
not agree with the member for Kast
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) that the item be
altered, except that parts of machinery
should pay an extra duty up to 10 per
cent.

Mgr. MITCHELL: While finding no
fault with the imposition of 5 per cemt.
on machinery and 10 per cent. on parts
of machinery, yet how could it be decided
what were parts of machinery and what
were not ! Users of machinery fre-
quently imported a lot of parts in dupli-
cate; and were these to be considered as
“parts of machinery” or as machinery
itself? A man importing machinery
hrought duplicates with it for use in case
of accident.

Hox. H. W. Vexx: The customs would
lock after that

Mr. MITCHELL: It was not clear how
that could be done.

Mr. WALLACE: The words “parts
of" were too vague. Would engines of
all clagses, and boilers, be machinery?

Tre Pwesmier: DBoilers would hardly
~ome within the category.

Mr. Georoe: They were in a separate
schedule.

Mr. WALLACE: If machinery and
parts of machinery were to pay a duty of
5 per cent., how would that affect pumps
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" be considered absentees.
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and pumping apparatus, which werenow
on the free liat? Part of & mining plant
was the pump, and pipes were part of
the pump.

Mg. GeorGE : There was now a duty of
i per cent. on pipea

Mr. WALLACE:
contradictory the tariff was,
be more explicit.

Mr. A Forresr: Pipes were used for
more purposes than one.

Mr. GEORGE: The item referred
machinery of all kinds.

Mr. WALLACE: The description was
too vague, and he mentioned the matter in
the hope that the Premier would gee it
made more explicit. None would dis-
pute that a pump was part of a mining
plant, and that it would come under the
heading of machinery.

Mr. HUBBLE: Undoubtedly there
should be a duty on parts of ma-
chinery. There were many foundries
here which, though they could not turn
out the whole of a machine, could turn
out whatever parts were required. Such
foundries should be encouraged, and the
extra duty would operate in their behalf.
The duty on machinery should be 5 per
cent., and on parts of machipery 10 per
cent.

Mz. CONOLLY: As a mining member,
he admitted that § per cent. dutv on
machinery could hardly cause serious in-
convenience to the users of mining
machinery. The tax would principally
affect those who were erecting machinery ;
and that class consisted, to a large extent,
of those who, in the mining world, would
Probably the
goldfields here, as well as in other parts
of Australia, would be controlled by
foreign institutions; and while he was
pleased to see large foreign companies
opening up our goldfields, they had un-
doubtedly received great advantawes here,
including the benefit of railways which
had cost the country an immense sum of
money. So, payment of a duty of 5 per
gent. would be a very small return which
this coleny might very reasonably expect
such companies to contribute. Asto the
effect on prospectors, every member of
this House recognised prospectors as a
most impertant portion of the mining
community ; and we should be careful not

That showed how
It should

to

| to injure them in their enterprise in pro-
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specting and developing claims. This tax
would not serioualy affect them, for pro-
spectors usually sold any property they
might have, and induced people of capital
to come in and do the more heavy and
costly portion of development, involving
the erection of machinery. This duty
would fall, to a very large extent, on the
abeentee mining man, and he (Mr.
Conolly) was pleased to support it.

Mg, WILSON: The discuasion of this
item hed developed into one of freetrade
versus protection. He did not see how
a duty of 5 per cent would proiect local
foundries. How were foundries in Vie-
toria flourishing to-day? Members would
find they were shut up, most of them
having gone ‘“‘smash.” As to parts of
machinery, they were only a question of
degree ; and if we carried the matter out
to its logical conclusion, we must admit
that foundries #hich could produce the
parts could produce the whole. If mining

parts of machinery were meant, why not’

specify them? The member for the
Murray (Mr. George) had admitted that
any part of machinery used in the colony
could be manufactured here.

Mr. Georee: So it could.

MR, WILSON: Then a duty of 5 or 10
per cent. would simply mean putting a
little more profit inte the pockets of
those who owned foundries.

Mgr. Georer: Not a bit of it.

Mn. WILSON: Why should the whele
of Australia be taxed to the extent of
perhape £15,000 or £20,000, so that per-
sons might make an amount of profit
which would enable them to enlarge ikcir
foundries 7 The imposition of the pro-
posed duty would be hard on larce coni-
panies, such as that with which he wes
associated. If one industry was to be
protected, all should be,

MR. Georog: A duty was to be imposed
ou wooden doors.

Mgr. WILSON: That would not afford

protection. The consumer would pay
that.
Tar Premier: The doors needed in

Weatern Australia could be made here.
Mr. Georap: Coombe, Wood, and
Company said they could do it
Mr, WILSON: They were wrong.
When the question of freetrade wversus
protection came forward, he would be
prepared to argue it on its merits ; but at
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the present we were considering what
would be a just tax to enable the Pre-
mier to obtain the revenue required.

Tae DPeeuxigr: The words “every
kind of” should be substituted for *of
all kinds.”

MR. Wiuson : That would cover engines
and boilers as well.

Tae Premier : No. Boilers were
under another head. Enginea were free.

Hon. H. W. VENN: What was the
difference between “every kind of” and
“of all kinda?”

Tre Premrer: The Attorney General
thought the words “every kind of” would
be better.

At 6.27 p.m. the CrairMaN left the

_chair.

At 7.30 the CuamrMaN resumed the
chair.

Amendment (Mr. Moran’s) to strike
out the words “of all kinds and,” put and
negatived.

Mr. GEORGE moved, as an amend-
ment, that the words “and parts of” be
struck out.

Amendment put and passed, and the
item as amended agreed to.

New item :

Tae PREMIER moved that a new
item be inserted, namely, “ Machinery,
parts of, 10 per cent. ad valorem.”

Put and passed, and the new item in-
serted.

Meat items in Schedule—Bacon 2d. per
pound.

Mr., WILSON protested once more
ogainst the meagre amount of reduction
in the meat duties proposed by the Go-
vernment. He wished to see cheap food
available for the people, and bacon wasan
item which might be cheapened by the
reduction of the duty. In order to have
this protest entered on the records, he
moved, ns an amendment, that the words
“2d. per pound” be struck out, with =
view to inserting the words “free of
duty.”

Mr. EENNY supported the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the item passed.

Meat—Hams, 2d. per pound:

Mr. WILSON moved, as an amendment,
that the words “2d. per pound” be struck
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0.1°, and “free of duty” inserted in lieu
thereof.

Amendnent put and negatived, and the
itein passed.

Meat—Fresh, frozen, and chilled, id.
per pound :

Mr. HUBBLE: Taking into consider-
ation the amount of duty taken off live
stock, 158 per head, he moved that this
item be struck out.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH: It was useless
to ocoupy the time of the Commitiee, for
th: Government had their majority be-
hind them. He protested against the
rmendment ; for he at first thought
the hon. member wished to strike out the
words “3d. per pound” with a view to in-
serting the words “free of duty,” whereas
the amendment would have the effect
of allowing the duty to stand at its
present figure. In view of the diffi-
culties under which the people of the
colony had to labour, and the great
importance of the meat supply as part
of our daily food, the Government
supporters might well give way in this
matter, by taking the duties off several
of the food items, and nutting duties on
something else. If the amendment were
carried, he would move that the words
“frec of duty” be inserted.

Tne CHAIRMAN: The question was,
that the whole item be struck out.

Tur PREMIER : The Committee would
act more wisely by leaving the item as
it stood, at $d. ner pound. The duty re-
ceived last year from frozen ineat was
£16,444,

Mg. A. ForresT: That was at 13d. per
Pound.

Tug PREMIER : The Govermmneut pro-
peeed to strike off £8,222 by reducing the
duty to one hali. As all were aware, the
most important of the food duties was
that on meat, and the price of meat in the
colony was no doubt too high; neverthe-
less, the squatters did not charge too
much for beef and mutton, for which they
received 3d. to 4d. per pound, as g rule,

Mr. Kexny: They would like to get
it.

Tue PREMIER: That was what they
got, and a little more sometimes; Dbut
somehow the expenses incurred between
the time the animale were bought and the
time they were sold were so great, that
the price of the meat was in some cases
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doubled, and people engaged in the butch-
ering business did not, as a rule, make
fortunes,

Mr. Iuuangworra: The imported sup-
My would make meat cheaper.

Tue PREMIER : Not being in the busi-
ness, he might be told he knew nothing
about it; but there ought to be some
means devised by which the wargin of 40
or 50 per cent. between the wholesale
and the retail price could be lessened. If
ke, ns o wholesale dealer, were to sell an
article for 4d., it was not reasonable that
tim retail purchaser should pay double
that sum for it. Still, the butchering
business was a,very expensive one, and a
loging business, too, for there were all
sorts of casualties connected with atock
—the falling away after purchase, the
killing and transportation to different
parts of the colony; and, if it were not
an expensive business, the people engaged
in it would make large fortunes, in view
of the apparent margin of profit. Tt was
mainly from the producers’ point of view
that the question should be considered.
Everyone desired to assist the producer
of stock in the colony; and, if he could
get protection to the extent of $d. a pound
the producer would not have much to
grumble at. On a 700lb, bullock this
rate would amount to £2, which ought
tc be sufficeint.

Mg. Moran: A bullock could be bought
for £2 in some colenies.

Tug PREMIER: Not in this country.
It should also be noted that the cost of
sending frozen meat to the colony was
much less than for live stock.

Mg. InuzvaworTH: Why should net the
public get the benefit of that?

Tue PREMIER: It was necessary to
look after our own producers, to some
txtent, and it would be disastrous for tha
Committee to do anything which would
ruin the pagtoral industry of the colony.
IL was not the desire of hon. members
that one part only of the colony should
flourigh, their desire being that all should
flourish. People would never eat frozen
meat if they could get fresh meat. A
little protection of this kind was neces-

‘sary to encourage our own pastoralists.

otherwize, we would be importers of
meat for ever, which was not desirable.
Ii all the producers were driven out of

the colony, by our encouraging only
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those of other countries, we would
soon be at the mercy of the foreign ex-
porter.  That was the argument the
member for Central Murchizon (Mr. Illing-
worth) bad doubtless used many times in
Victoria.

Mr. InuxewortE: And mught use it
again.

Tre PREMIER : It was only the force
of circumstances that compelled the. hon.
member to change hiz front on the fiscal
question.

Mg. ILuiveworTH: Thers had been no
change of front.

Tee PREMIER: The hon. member
had sat a good many years in this House,
and had scarcely ever voted except as
a free-trader, though his sympathies ap-
peared to be with the protectionists;
and the reason was, apparently, that the
hon. member represented & non-produc-
ing community ; whereas if he were the
member for Bunbury or for the Williams
distriet, he would vote very differently.
The proposal of the Government to re-
duce the duty on this item by one-haif
was reasonable, in existing conditions ;
for while it would protect the producer,
it did not unduly favour the introduction
of fresh, frozen, or chilled meat; and in
view of the low price which, as the hon.
mermber for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran)
said, was charged for meat in some other
parts of the world, a duty of §d. per 1b.
would not be too heavy, and would not
prevent meat being sold here at a reason-
able figure. This amount was a fair com-
promige between those who desired the
duty to remain as it was, and those who
asked for its total abolition; therefore,
he hoped hon. members would agree to
the proposal of the Government that the
duty on fresh, frozen, and chilled meat be
3d. per Ib.

Mr. MORAN asked the Chairman’s
ruling on the question, whether the pro-
posal before members to strike out the
itern was not equivalent to raising taxa-
tion. Was it competent for the Com-

mittes to increase the taxation proposals-

of the Government?

Tes CHAIRMAN: It was competent
to strike the item out.

Mr. MORAN: Would it be competent
for a member to propose to raise it }d.?

Tae CHAIRMAN: No.
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MR, MORAXN: In other words, the
duty could be raised 3d., but could not
be raised }d.

Tae CHAIRMAN: That was not the
question before the Commitiee.

Mz A, FORREST: This question was
& very important one to the district he
represented, which had already, at the
will of the Treasurer, foregone half the
duty on imported live stock—a great
blow to the producers in the Northern
division of the colony. Now we were
acked to reduce the duty on frozen meat
by one-half.  If the Government had pro-
posed to reduce it to 1d., they would
probably have had the support of every
member on their own side of the House ;
but members representing the producers
were not satisfied now, and the reason was
not far to seek. In the great colony of
Victoria, which imported pearly threec-
fourths of its meat supply, the duty on
frozen meat, was nearly 1d. per lb.; in
South Australia, which imported three-
fourths of its meat supply, the duty on
frozen meat was 1d.; and in New South
Wales, where there was at present no
duty, pastoralists were in such fear and
dread that they did not know which way
to turn.

Mr. Moran: They were supplying
Western Australia with meat.

Mr. A. FORREST: The Queensland
ports were at the present time shipping
meat from the tick-infested districts to
the port of Sydney, and selling it there
at a price which defied the competition
of the pastoralists of New South Wales.
In times of depression, meat was stored
in the eastern colonies, and it could be
subsequently admitted here at a cost de-
fying competition.  Grazers and pro-
ducers should be adequately protected
agsinst Queensland, which was the only
country we feared, as it had large areas
of pasture land from which, in good sea-
sons, produce could be sent here at =
price against which it would be impos-
gible o compete. He would not be
afraid to have the duty on live stock
taken off altogether ; but it would be im-
possible to compete with frozen meat im-
ported into this colony from other colo-
nies in times of plenty. The duty should
be altered te 1d. per 1lb.,, which would
do no harm to anybody, because he did
not supposs a farthing per 1b. would
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affect the cost of living. Lagt year a ves-
sel came into Fremantle with a large
cargo of frozen beef and mutton, and it
did not afford employment to a single
person in this colony, the ship being an
chored out, and tive or ten or twenty sheeys
carcases at o time being brought ashore
and sold. The people who carried on
that business were not like the butchers
and importers, who had to employ a large
number of people in the colony. Not
only were a large number of men engaged
in the butchering trade, but the railway
also received a considerable revenue from
the traffic in live stock; whereas we
shoulld get no benefit from the importa-
tion of frozen meat, except in relation to
a small portion which might go to the
goldfields. We had in the North a big
industry at the present time, and every-
one was doing well there; but, if we ad-
witted frozen meat into this colony free
of duty, those now flourishing would be
brought to bankruptey. Nome of the
crther colonies, except New South Wales,
admitted frozen meat free of duty; and
zarely we should be acting correctly if
we followed the example set by owr big
sister colonies. He hoped hon. members
weculd pausge before wiping out the whole
of our pastoral districts north of Gerald-
ton.

Mr. KINGSMILL: The srgument put
forward by some members who wished to
keep up the duty was that we must pro-
tect the producer, and he agreed that we
should do so; but by admitting frozen
meat with & duty of three [arthings a
pound, we would not be doing the peo-
ducer any harm. It would be better to
reduce the duty to a half-penny. This
would benefit the congumer. The ruling
prices of meat in this colony were these:
—To llarge consumers, publicans, etc.,
beef, 7d. perlb. ; suet, 6d. ; tongues, 3s.;
hearts, 1s.; tails, 10d. ; tripe, 7d. Mut-
ton, 6d.; tongues, 2d.; and trotters, 24.
Toe small consumers the prices were: —
Beef, 8d. to 10d. per b, ; mutton, 8d.;
pork, 10d. There were sufficient rea-
sons now, unfortunately, why people
should leave this colony, without our add-
ing another; and if we could render the
colony ‘more habitabld to ithe working
classes, we should endeavour to do so.
The cost of mutton frozen and put on
board at Melbourne was stated to be 2d.,
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the freight being about fourfifths of a
penny, while the storage per month
amounted te another fifth or a penny.
Thus the cost price of frozen meat landed
here would be 3d. a pound, and it could
be sold retail at 5d. The frozen mieat
trade had pever received fair treatment
in this cdlony. Some 12 months ago a
regulation was passed that the Collector
of Customs might permit all goods, except
frozen meat—such as tobacoo, wvine,
spirits, etc.—to be sold to ships in
the harbour in bond, free of duty.

Tre PreMier: That was the same
everywhere. It was just the same in
Victoria,

Mr. EKINGSMILL: There or four
wrongs did not make 'a right, and we
might strike out for ourselves. =~ What
occurrad was a case of most glaring in-
justice. He had heard members say the
frozen meat was unfit for consumption ;
but there could not be much in the ob-
jection, for members knew that the fara
on board steamers was not bad, and pas-
sengers were practically confined to meat
which was frozen. The Premier need
not. be afraid to reduce any of these food
duties, especially one of such importance
to the colony as this; and to make up

' the revenue, most members present would

willingly submit to an increase of 1d. per
gallon on beer, in order to get a greater
reduction of duty on frozen meat. There
might also be an increase of 3d. in the
duty on English beer.

Mr. HUBBLE: As to what had been
said about sympathy for the squatters,
some members did not want them to pro-
gper at all.  He asked leave to withdraw
his amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

MRr. KENNY moved, as an amendment,
that the words “three farthings per
pound” be struck out, with a view to in-
serting the words “free of duty.” This
would be the only means of reducing the
price of meat, and no member who had
listened to the statement made by the
member for East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes)
the other night, would fail to perceive the
necessity for this amendment ; for that
member had made it clear that any re
duction in the duty on live stock would
not be felt by the consumer, but would
zo into the pockets of those engaged in
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the trade. Therefore, that argument
would apply equally to this duty on
imported frozen meat. The member for
Pilbarra (Mr. Kingsmill) had shown how
easy it was for members to rise in this
House and represent themselves first,
their constituency second, avd the coun
try afterwards. Common decencyalone
ought to forbid members getting up and
advocating their ,own interests.  The
member for West Kimberley (Mr. A, For-
rest) had lifted the marionette who re-
presented the Gascoyne (Mr. Hubble), to
make an impossible proposal, and then
withdraw it on command. Importers of
frozen meat had found it cheaper to pay
demurrage on a large steamer at Fre-
mantle for weeks, rather than pay the
duty on a cargo of frozen meat, in order
that they might diapose of it without pay-
ing the high duty. As to the plea of
helping the poor squatier

Me. Huspia : The hon.-member wanted
to crush the squatter.

Mr, EENNY said he would like to
crush the member for the Gascoyne. Ii
the Government would endeavour to as
sist the poor squatter by reducing remt-,
he would support that ; but it was a mere
bogey to set up a plea about sympathy
for the poor squatter, for the purpose of
putting money into the pockets of per-
gons interested in the business.

Mg. A. ForrEsT rose to a point of order,
and asked whether the hon. member was
in order in imputing motives.

Trae CHaiemax : The hon. member had
no right to impute motives, but he ap-
peared to have been speaking generally.

Mer., KENNY said he had spoken very
generally.

Mr SOLOMON: It was not correct to
say that the frozen meat imported last
year was all sold from the ship’a side ; for
the fact was that shops were opened in
various places, and the importers arranged
to aupply meat in a regular way, the same
as a butcher would do.

Mg. A. FORREST : They were evading
the Customs duty all the same. He had
no! gaid that all the meat was sold from
the ship’s side.

Mr. l\J’VILSON supported the amend-
ment, because it was right and necessary
to allow fresh, frozen, aud chilled meat to
come in free of duty. In the debate on
meat duties last session, it was shown
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that the duty on meat was exorbitant anc
upjust in the extreme. The duty or
frozen meat was equal to 75 or 80 pe
cent. of the invoice value ; and such a ta:
was unjust and unwarranted.

THE Premigr: The same as in ever]
other colony.

Mr. WILSON: In Victoria, in Soutl
Australia, in New South Wales, and it
Queensland, fresh meat could he bough
in the butchers’ shops at less than hal
the price charged here.

Mg. A. Forrgsr: The duty did not de
all thet.

Tue Premipr: Thousands of catth
were imported into Victoria every year
The hon. member must know that.

Mnr. WILSOUN: Evidence was produces
lass year to show that this was an unjus
tax.

MR. A. Forresr: All taxes were unjust

‘Mr. WILSON: The hon. member neve
supported those members who wished t
remove the food duties. The Governmeni
bad brought in the revised schedule pro
feeredly for revenue purposes, and to re
duvce the cost of living, in order to redeen
the Premier’s promige and with the objec!
of attracting more population ; but woulc
this achedule have that effect? He fearec
thri not only would it fail to attract popu
letion, but the colony might be at a stand
still in that respect. It behoved us to dc
all that was possible to make the cost o:
living cheaper. There must be money tc
carry on the spending policy of the Gov
ernment, of course ; but this schedule, s
far as it had gone, provided for an increas
of £53,000 for the year, and the reduc
tions proposed by the Government woulc
amount to only £45,000. = The cost o
wearing apparel had been increased : the
duty on machinery would bring in some
£13,000 more ; the increase on galvanisec
iroa would vroduce about £16,000 more
on last year's figures ; and the increase or
doeors would be £10,000 or £11,000. The
Premier had already thus got .£53,00C
more, while expecting to lose only
£4.5,000,

Tue Premigr: The £45,000 was all off
foou.

Mr. WILSON : By abolishing this dut)
on fresh, frozen, and chilled meat, the loss
would be something like £8,000, accord
ing to last year’s figures; and in view of
the £53,000 which the revised ' tm. A
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would produce, surely the Government
could well afford to strike off this item,
and let the people have free meat. If the
pastoralists in this colony were to be
wiped out as it was said they would be,
by admitting frozen or chilled meat
free of duty, then how was it that the
pestoralists in Queensland were able to
exist, and they sold meat cheaper than it
was gold in this colony? Then 1t was said
tl.: people here would not eat frozen
mest ; and, if that was so, what had we
to be afraid of in allowing frozen meat to
come in free of duty, when it would not
compete aganst the fresh meat of the
colony} There was & natural protection
in freight, storage, and other charges
equal to 1}d. per lb., and this protection
sheuld be sufficient.

Howv. 8. BURT: While sympathising
largely with the object of the hon. mem-
ber who had just spoken in trying to
reduce the cost of living, yet the tone of
the debate showed that the whole question
a8 to the cost of living appeared to centre
in the »rice of mupat. Men did not live on
meat alone.

Mr. IuweworTH: It was a big item.

Hox. S. BURT: Yes; and he could give
other big items. DButter, for instance,
was much used in every household, and
the value of imported butter last year
amounted to £32,000—an enormous
item ; and he would like to hear those
who complained of the cost of living say
what they thought of the cost of butter.

MR. WiLsox: Members on this (the
Opposition) side had tried to reduce that
also.

How. 8. BURT: In the debate during
last week, no attention was directed to
the cost of items other than meat.
Another important item was the duty on
flour, of which £24,000 worth was im-
ported last year. Eggs were largely used,
and £8,000 worth were imported last year.
Potatoes were used in every household,
and 12,000 worth were imported last
yvear. Cheese to the value of £12,000 was
imported last year. All these were articles
of comsumption which made up the cost
of living in this colony.

Mg. OvpHaM: Take it all off.

Hoxn. 8. BURT: It must not be for-
gotten that we were all protectionists.
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The hon. member who was interjecting
told us the other night that he was »

o

Rewvision of Tariff. 1307
protectionist from the top of hiz head to
the sole of his foot. If so, he surely would
not say he wanted to take the duties off
flour, butter, eggs, and cheese! If he were
u protectionist, he would want to keep
them on.

Me WiLson
taking them off.

Hon. S. BURT: The Government had
done it far enough, and hon. members
should leave it at that. The Government
had knocked down the duty one-half, and
they asked protectionists to be satistied
with that, and not wipe out altogether
one industry amongst the many that were
under the wing of protectiomists. The
plain result of the proposition before the
House would be the annihilation of the
squatting industry in the North.

A Meuser: The object was to reduce
butchers’ profits.

Hox. 8. BURT': It was not the squatter
who made those profits.

MRr. Eguny: Hear, hear.

Hox. 8. BURT : The squetters sold the
meat at about 4d. ; and how, then, was it
that the consumer had to pay 8d. a 1b.?
The margin was too much for the expenses
of the butcher; but, by admichng im-
ported meat free, we would not be attack-
ing the man who now had the money in
his pocket, but we would be attacking the
squatter.

Mr. Winson: Not at all.

Hon. 8. BURT: What chance would
the squatters in the northern part of
the colony have of selling their mutton,
if meat were admitted to this country
frea of duty? None whatever. The
duty on these articles should rather in-
vite the sympathy of protectionists, for
no squatter in this country could do
more that eke out a bare existence.
One would think the protectionists in
the House would sympathise with those
people in the North-West, who them-
selves had to pay duty on every conceiv-
able thing they used, and had paid
it from the first, and who were handi-
capped, too, by the burdensome rate of
freight.

Mr. VospeEr: It was proposed to put
them out of their misery.

Hox. S. BURT : That language would
hardly be used by the hon. member if it
were proposed to wipe oub the mining
industry.

The Government were
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Mr. VospEr: That bad been at-

tempted.

Hox., 8. BURT said he did not know
that. The mining population did not
pay anything at all in the way of duty.
Prior to this session, at any rate, they
had got their houses, their galvanized
iron, their blankets, their billycans free;
and what we did tax of the articles used
by the mining community did not ap-
pear, except in respect of the item now
before the Committee, and which it was
proposed to greatly reduce, namely, the
tax on preserved meat. If the miners
did not pay on meat, they would pay
duty on nothing. The pastoralists paid
rent; and what for? They could hardly
tell. They paid rents for the privilege
of seeing ‘their sheep die. The lands
for which the rents were paid had fre-
quently neither food nor water on them.
He was informed there was a rent day
during the current week ; and he would
like some hon. member to go to the
door of the Lands Office on that day
to see the poor people going in with
their rents, for land on which he could
assure the Committee there had been
no rainfall worth speaking of for 12
monthg, and in some cases for two years,
and not as much food for stock as there
was on the Hioor of the House; and yet,
year after year, those people were nsked
by the Government to pay rent. When
it came to the question of remts for
pastoral leases, he would certainly asgk
his friends on the other (the Opposi-
tion) side of the Houge to join him in
urging the Government to forego such
rents altogether, on the ground that
such country was not worth rent. On
gome land which he held he had nsked
that day what the rent was charged for,
and the officia! could not tell him,
though he knew there was no water
and no food on the land. The officer
laughed and pocketed the money. That
was the case with the squatters in the
North, and now hon. membera were en-
deavouring to wipe them out, whereas
their object should be to cheapen the
article after it left the runs of the squat-
ter, and before it was distributed to the
public. A year or two ago it was sug
gosted in the House as a partial remedy
that the Government might establish or
subgidise public abattoirs in some con-
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venient. part of the country, where stocl
could be kept in something like cond!
tion while waiting to be slaughtered
That had not been done, though it wa
a very good suggestion. The slaughter
ing of stock close to Perth, where ther
wad no pasturage to keep it in condi
tion while the consignment was goin
through the butchers’ hands, was a sourc
of pgreat expense to the man wh
slaughtered, because his meat was bein
reduced in weight every day. To 4
away altogether with a duty which wa
imposed in every other colony with th
exception of New South Wales woul
simply result in the u‘uer annihilatio
of the squatter in this colony, and surel
hon. members did not wish to do thal
By the proposal of the Government th
squatters were asked to give up half th
duty, and they were prepared to do st
The hon. member who last spoke sug
gested that, as Queensland could zel
meat at a certain price, why could no
it be sold for the same price in thi
colony ?

THE PrEMIER:
cent. duty there.

Hox. 8. BURT: Yes; and look at th
difference between the two countrie
Queensland could produce stock to fa
better advantage than could be dome i
our northern climate, and it must b
borte in mind that the producers in th
North were handicapped by the heav
freight on everything they used. Eve
the galvanized iron, of which the sef
tlers’ houses were built, and the timbe
and the flour, for which they had to pa
30s. a ton, were taxed by the heav
freight. Until recently it was all carrie
on subsidised steamers which tha sel
tlers had to help to support. Th
freight from Perth to his (the Ashburtor
district very often amounted to twic
and sometimes three times the freigh
payable on the same articles from Pert
to Melbourne. It was to be hoped hor
members, before going to the length ¢
suggesting that this item should be fre
of duty altogether, would consider th
gross injustice that would be done t
men who were surely deserving of som
consideration, if that proposition wer
carried. Consider how those men ha
spent their lives, and many of them
good deal of money, in endeavouring t

There was a 25 pe
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make reproductive the large pastoral
wreas in the North. Given good reasons,
‘he squatter could bear a good deal more
shan he could now in the shape of taxa-

tion ; but the experience of 20 or 25 :

years taught them it was next to im-
possible to more than make ends meet.
An hon member spoke of a squatter
soming fo Perth and living at the rate
of £2,000 a month. It was not clear
where he got the money from. He must
have got into debt to do it, and if the
hon. member could only see the palatial
residence to which he retugned—four
walls of galvanized iron in a climate
where it was often 130 degrees in the
sun, and where he (Hon. S. Burt) had
known it to be 118 degrees in the shade
for weeks, he would not remain long in
that squatter’s residence. Protection-
ists in the House had in times past put
on the existing duty, and surely they
would not seek to-night to put this item
on the free list. NRather should they
agreeo with the Government that the
necessities of the present oceaszion were
fully met by reducing the duty one-half.
Then the squatting industry would con-
tribute to the reduction of the cost of
living as pothing else had done. Whai
did the maker of cheese contribute under
this schedule? Only a little. But we
asked the squatter to confribute a great
deal. Was snat fair?

Me. WiLsox: The Ministry asked it.

Hox, 8. BURT: The squatter had con-
tributed a good deal in respect of the
items already passed, and was contribut-
ing more on this particular item, if the
fizure was left as it stood, which he hoped
would be done.

Mnr HOLMES: After hearing so many
authorities on the meat question, he felt
somewhat diffident in pressing the Com-
mittee on the subject; still, it was his
duty to point out to hon. members, as cne
who claimed to understand the meat trade,
how the matter appeared to him. Under
the tariff as suggested by the Government
the advantages of the importer of frozen
meat were very great indeed. The duty
of 14d. was prohibitive ; but the duty of
d. now propozed was very much in favour
of the introduction of this article. When
speaking on the tax on live stock a few
nights ago, the House gave him credit for
honesty, and he hoped he would be
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credited with dealing fairly om ...
question. The first advantage was that
the importer of frozen meat could obtain
his supplies direct from the tick-infested
areas of Queensland at a ridiculously low
rate, because the pastoralists in Quecns-
land had ne other market availaile. In
other colonies the quarantine regulations
were strictly enforced in respect to live
stock, and the Queensland producer could
only find » market by exporting frozen
meat. The next sdvantage was that the
Queenslond Government were now offer-
ing a Lonus of }d. & lb. to encourage the
export trade in meat to this as well as
o other colonies.

Tue Prexier: Was that an absolute
fact?

Mr. HOLMES said it was given him as
n fact.

Tug Preumier: It was hardly credible
that the Queensland Government would
do such a thing with respect to the export
of meuat to the other colouies.

Me. HOLMES: Hon. members could
believe or dishelieve the statement as they
liked. The Queensland Governnment were
at the present time offering such a bonus
to encourage the export ffdde. Another
advantage was that the importer of frozen
meat could have his supplies carried by

| steamer at & lower rate than could the im-

porter of live stock, and also at a lower
rate than it cost our own pastoralists to
tronsport their meat from Kimberley to
Fremantle, It cost about 1d. per lb. to
carry live stock from Kimberley to Fre-
mantle ; and frozen meat could be im-
ported at a lower rate than that.

A MEMpER : Seven-eighths of a penny.

Mr. HOLMES: Again, the importer of
frezen meat would receive the numbers
and weights shipped to him, whereas our
own pastoralists in the North lost at lenat
1001bs. per bullock in transit on a ship-
ment of live stock. That loss of 100Hbs.
per beast meant at least §d. ver lb. in
favour of the importer of frozen ment,
which £d. o lb.,, together with {d. bonus
the Queensland Government were offering,
placed the importers of frozen meat prae-
tically on the free list when compared
with our own pastoralists. These facts
had been arrived at by going into the
question very carefully. Hon, members
would notice that in speaking of the im-
porter of the frozen meat as being on the
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free list, he was referring to the tariff now
presented by the Government---15s on a
uv: bullock and #d. s lb. on frozen meat.
H= would however like the Committee to
understand that he would be in favour of
aboelishing the duty on frozen meat alto-
gether if our own pastoralists in the Kim-
Lerley districts—which were without
doult the finest cattle growing districts in
Australia—were piven facilities to com-
pete with those of Queensland in this
trade.

Mg, InuiveworTR: Freezing imight Le
started there.

Mz, HOLMES: if the duty on frozen
meat were altogether abolished at the pre-
sent time, the pastoralists would be wiped
off the face of Western Australia. There
would be no hope for them, for they
would have to compete with Queensland
straight away.

MRr. WiLson: The hon. member said
this country was quite as good as Queens-
land ; why then could not our pastoralists
detrver at Queensland rates?

Mr. HOLMES: At the present time
they had not the necessary facilities. Give
them the facilities, and then, if they could
not compete, it would be their own fault ;
but to ask them to compete in existing cir-
curzstances was asking them to do the im-
possible.

Mg. VosrEr: Who gave the facilities
to the pastoralists of Queensland?

Mgr. HOLMES : Whoever gave the faci-
lities, he knew they had them. Almost
anyone could get hold of a few head of
stock and sheep, and compete with the
butcher in connection with the frozen
meat trade, and that was where the
capitalist might make his fortune. The
first move of the capitalist would be to
erect large freezing and receiving works
at Fremantle, and the next _move would
be to charter steamers engaged in the
colonial trade. At the present time
there were only two steamers eapnble
of carrying frozen meat between West
Australia and the eastern colonies, ana
both of those would be available to
him (Mr. Holmes) if any further redue-
tion was made in the dutv on frozen
meat. If members bhad any sympathy
witn the pastoralists, with the people, or
with the future of Western Australia,
they would do well to poander bhefore
allowing the trade of the country to be
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handed over to a frozen-meat company
The Attorney General twitted him, the
other night, as to his apparent honest;
of purpose, and informed the Hous
there was no doubt members would se
what was underlying the whole of i
(Mr. Holmess) arguments. The hon
gentleman had no coneeption of wha
political honesty was. He (Mr. Holmes
did not occupy the position of represen
tative of such an important constitu
ency a8 East Fremantle through hi
political ability, but in consequence o
his houesty of purpose; and he wa
ot sent here by that constituency to b
insulted by men of the stamp of th
Attorney General. Even though he diu
occupy a seat on the Treasury bench
the hon. gentleman nught have com
mitted a political gsomersault which
other member of the legal prefessio
could be found capable of accomplish
ing, If in future the Attorney Genera
crossed his path and used insinuation
which were not deserved, he might ex
pect something even stronger than ha
been given him tonight. He (M
Holmes) regretted having to make sucl
a severe statement, but when a membe
reflected on his honesty of purpose, i
was his duty to refort. Although h
{Mr. Holmes) was connected with th
meat trade, the decision regarding th
duty would not affect him one way o
the other. He was not a pastoralis
but he had the welfare of the countr
at heart.

Mgr. MORAN: The pastoral industr
must be fostered, and he was satrongl
in favour of reducing the pastoral vent:
Indeed he considered it was not fair t
ask pastoralists o pay rents at the pre
sent time.

Tae Premier: Where was the
venue to come from?
Mr. MORAN: It was not a bit ¢

use trying to get blood out of a stone
As far as the consumer was concernec
we were asked to protect an industr
which did not exist, for we could not ge
cattle out of the cattle-producing di:
tricts, unless we adopted the sugwestio.
of the member for Epst Fremantle, wh
proposed that we should not only hav
a duty of 3d. per pound on frozen men
but that £60,000 should be voted o
the establishment of freezing works a
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Wyndham. Seeing that we had no
cattle trade in West Australia, there
wag no reagon for hoving a duty of id.
per pound on frozen meat, except for
revenue purposes; and we knew this
was the one commodity on which it was
unfair to raise revenue at the present
time. If we wanted to protect the pns
toral industry, there were various wnys
of doing it. Kimberley would be able
to compete with the best pastoral dis-
tricts in Queensland, if the restrictions
at present exigting were removed; but
the majority of cattle that would supply
the market of this colony were excluded.
The pastoralists in this House had
locked up the ¢ountry, for the imaginary
protection of people in the southern
parts of the colony; and he saw no
reason why the duty on frozen meat
ghould be retained, even as a tempor-
ary expedient. When we had overcome
these foolish restrictions, he would be
once more -repared to grant protection
to graziers. There ought to be some
means that would enable cattle to be
landed, killed, and sold at a distributing
price of sizpence per pound. In Queens-
land, a butcher got as good wages as
butchers in this colony, and yet meat
was sold retail at 23d. or 3d. per vound;
whereas here the wholesale butcher
bought meat at 4d., and the retail cus-
tomer paid 8d., and the difference be-
tween the wholesale price and the re-
tail was thus a penny per pound more
than the amount af which meat was actu-
ally raised and distributed in Queens-
land. When such o state of things ex-
isted, there must be soinething wrong.
He would like those who wanied fresh
meat to have it, but 4 man would rather
have frozen meat than none at all. If
frozen meat could be sold at 4d., 5d. or
6d. & pound, the butcher would manage
his business in such a way that he would
be able to compete with the frozen ment
industry, and we &il knew that those
who could afford to pay 1d. per pound
more for fresh meat than for frozen,
would do so. Whilst the present ano-
maly existed, we were not justified in
starving the people of Western Aus-
tralin with regard to meat. He would
ask the Committee to strike out the
duty altogether, or to reduce it to n
half-penny a pound.
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Mr. OLDHAM : The Premier had not
redeemed his promise in the propesed
schedule, for he did not reduce some
duties, nor had he abolished others.

Mr. HyspLe: What about the duty on
stock {

Me. OLDHAM: Was that o food duty!?

Mr. HusbrLe: Then meat was not food?

Mg. OLDHAM: As a protectionist, he
was willing to protect any industry that
was worth protecting ; but the member
for the Ashburton (Hon. 8. Burt) had said
the pastoral country was not worth the
rent, that there was no water, and there
was no feed. What was the use of pro-
tecting an industry of that kind? The
member for East Fremantle (Mr.
Holmes) had said, on the contrary, that
our country was the finest cattle grazing
country in the world. These two opinions
did not agree. While sympathising with
the squatter, he (Mr. Oldham) was not
willing to see the people in the centres
of population starving; for the average
working man, earning 3bs. to £3 per
week, could not afford to pay 10d. per
pound for butchers’ meat, nor could he
afford to pay even 8d., the price which
some members said was charged.

Mg. A. ForrpsT: That was for the
best. He could get ordinary meat for
Bd.

Mr. OLDHAM : He could not afford to
pay even 6d., cut of a wage of 7s. per
day with broken time. This tax on
food was preventing hundreds from stay-
ing here, it had driven hundreds away,
and it was preventing many others from
coming. Ouly one thing would convince
the Government of their mistake, and
that was the voice of the people at the
ballet box. .

Mr. A. Forresr said he was prepared
to test the electors in that way.

Mr. [uuawawortH: The hon, member
had no electors.

Mr. OLDHAM: One boot manufac-
turer informed him that, with a reason-
able protection, the bootmeakers in Perth
¢could employ three times the number of
hands they had now. The Government
had done nothing for the manufacturing
industries. They should protect them,
instead of spoonfeeding the.squatting
industry, which had been described by
the member for Ashburton in those sig-
nificant words, that the land was not
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worth the rent, that there was no water ' been able, in many cases, to dispose of

and there was no feed.

Mr. QUINLAN: The proposal of the
Government on this item was a reascnable
one, and he would support it, He, like
the wmember for North Perth, was s pro-
tectionist, but he tried to be consistent.
He did not agree that the food duties
were driving people out of the country,
or preventing them from coming here;
fer he remembered that twenty year.
ago the price of food was double for most
articles, except meat, and he would par-
ticularly mention light, jam, butter,
candles, tea, sugar, clothing, boots, and
flour, all these being nearly double in
price, ns compared with present prices.
The principal cause of the high cost of
living nt pregent was the high rent and
the cost of firewood.

Mg. Ououanm: Why did net the hon,
member reduce rent?

Mr. QUINLAN: Rents of private
house: were not under his contrpl. The
meat industry was entitled to considera-
tion, for although not producing sufficient
to supply the colony’s requirements, ther.
should be assistance given to industries
all round. As to free rents for assisting
the squatters, the colony could not affor
to forego the revenue from rent in the
‘present  circumstances. To raise a
moderate amount of revenue by customs
duties was the best and fairest method :
and it was not unreasonable to ask that
the duty on this item should be main-
. tained at three farthings a pound, ipstead
of the former rate of 1}d. Some mem-
ber had suggested a tax on property or
on incomes for raising revenue; but he
did not think either of these would pay
for the collection, there being so few per-
gons in the celony who could pay these
taxes, and one effect would be to keep
capitalists and others out of the country.
The member for the Canning (Mr. Wilson)
had referred to the amount of revenue
which he said would be received from
machivery, doors, and galvanised iron,
on the basis of last year’s figures; but
there was reason to discount those fizures,
hecause there was likely to be much less
expended on these articles during the
current year than there was durmﬂ' the
last twelve months. The plain reason
why wives and families had not come here
in larger numbers was that they had not

their homes or litile properties in other

. colonies; and not being able to realise

. settle.

on them, they could not come here to
This colony had been poing ni
o fast pace, and spending borrowed
money lavishly, so that people were ai-
tracted here in considerable numbers;
but this state of things could not com-
tinue, and a turn having come, he hoped
that with economical management, the
colony would be put in a more satisfac-
tory position during the current year.
Mgr. KENNY: As to protecting the
squatter, he remembered meeting a
squatter last year from Yatheroo, just
after the shearing, going with a train-ful
of sheep to Geraldton ; and his atory was
that he had taken the sheep to Perth,
and being unable to sell them there, the
highest price being only one-third the
price of meat retailed in the shops,
he decideéd to tuke them back to his
station. His explanation was that it was
impossible to lease a paddock near Perth,
because all paddocks were in the hands of
persons who controlled the trade; that
there was 2 combination amongst them,
and they had arranged to give only the
small price he had mentioned, equal to
200 per cent profit on the sheep. These
sheep were fat and in really marketable
condition, as he saw them for himself.
He did not expeet the amendment on
this item would be carried, but it had
been proposed and supported as a duty
to the country, and as & duty to those
constituents who had sent members here
to obtain a reduetion of the Tood duties.
Mr. A. FORREST: The last spenker
knew nothing practically of the subject.
Hon. members on the Government side
vught not to be led away by the cock-
anc-bull story of some squatter on the
Geraldton line who trucked a large num-
ber of sheen to Perth, which he could not
sell, and then trucked them back to where
they came from. He (Mr. Forrest) knew
a little about the trade, and if those sheep
were fit for the market there could have
been no difficulty in selling them in Perth.
It was not credible that a good price could
not be obtained in our local market for
lise stoek from any part of the northern

- districts of this colony, either at the pre-

gans time or during the last twelve months,
for the market rate in that period had
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been the highest known for a long time.
Yet the hon. member had deliberately
given this as one of the reasons why the
duty should be reduced.

Mg, Kexxv: And the hon. member
knew it.

Mr. A. FORREST : It was very edify-
ing to listen to the hon. member. If he
could prove that this man from Yatherco
could not get the market price for fat
stock in Perth, he (Mr. Forrest) was pre-
pared to give £100 to the hospitals. He
would do that if the hon. member would
give the names of the wholesale dealers
to whom this stock was offered, and a
description of the stock.  Such state-
ruents were unfair, and could not be called
facts. The hon. member, in his desire to
knock off this duty, should not bring he-
fore this House anything but absolute
facts ; for he ought to remember that a
large number of electors in hiz own dis-
triet (North Murchison) were squatters,
who helped to put him into this House;
and even if this duty were abolished, it
would not have the effect of increasing or
decreaging the price of meat in that dis-
trict, where it was perhaps 2d. or 3d. per
lb  In the Kimberley district meat wag
sold at u fraction over 2d. per 1b., and the
cxpense of transit to the southern ports
brought it up to 4d., the price at which it
wos s0ld to retail butchers in Perth.

Amendment (Mr. Eeony) put, and a
division being called for by Ms. WiLsox,
it was taken with the following result:—

Aves o 12
Noes .. 20
Majority against e 8
Avyes. Noes.
Me. Conolly Mcr. Connor
Mr. Ewing Mr. Doherty
Mr, Gregory Sir John Forrest
Mr. Dlingworth Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Kenny Mr. George
Mr. Kingsmill Mr. Higham
Mr. Mornn Mr, Holmes
Mr. Oldham Mr. Hooley
Mr. Solomon Mr. Hubble
Mr. Wallace Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Wilson - Mr. Locke
Mr. Vosper (Teller) Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Pennefather
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Quinlan
Mr. Rason

Mr. Lurossell

Hon, H W. Venn
Mr. Wood

Hon. 8. Burt (Teller)
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Amendinent thus negatived, and the
item passed.

Meat—Salt beel and zalt and cured
mutton, preserved and tinned meat,
tongues—agreed to.

Musical Instruments—pianos, harmon-
inms, and ergans—agreed to.

atmeal, free of duty—agreed to.

Soan—Fancy, toilet, perfumed, borax,
and in fancy shapes or wrappers, 4d. per
lb.:

Tae PREMIER moved, as an amend-
ment, that the item be struck out. This
woll.d leave the duty as now, at 20 per
cent., which had been imposed by the
tariff of 1893. Subsequently he would
move to add the words, “soap of other
kinds n.o.e., 78, 6d. per cwt.” That would
have the effect of raising the duty from
5s. a cwt., as now, to Ts. 6d.; the object
being to give a little more encouagement
te local industry, and possibly the altera-
tion would produce a little more revenue.

Mg, Vourer asked whether the duty of
7s. 6d. a cwt. would apply to eoaps al-
ready enumerated in the old tariff.

Tee PREMIER: Only one soap was
wentioned in the old tariff.

Mr. InuixgworTr: How would “Sun.
light” soap come in?

Tae PREMIER: The duty on fancy,
perfumed, and toilet soap, under the ex-
1sting tariff passed in 1893, was 20 per
cent. By this amendment the duty on
fancy, perfumed, and toilet soaps would
still be 20 per cent. ; and all other soaps
would come in at 7s. 6d.

Mer. Voseer : “SBunlight” soap was
specified in the old tariff.

Tne PREMIER.: Ne¢; it was specified
by the Collector of Customs in his list, but
it was not in the tariff.  Soaps that paid
5s. o cwt. at the present time, being all
other soaps except those specially enume-
rated, would in future pay 7e. 6d.

Mr. HuspLE: “Sunlight” seap was in
wrappers.

Tre PREMIER : The present proposal
said nothing about wrappers.

Mgr. VOSPER : The question was, would
it not produce more revenue if the item
were left ag it stood, at 4d. per lb. for
these toilet and perfumed soaps?

Tue Presmier said he did pot think it
would.

Mr. VOSPER : If it would, it would be
desirable to leave the item alone, and to
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amend the item by adding the words, “not
being soaps used for household purposes.”

Tee Prewmier: That would mean a loss
to the revenue, for on those soaps which
were enumerated the duty was now metre
than 4d. per lb.

Amendment (the Premier’s) put and
passed.

Tae PREMIER moved, as a further
amendment, that the following words be
added : —"“Soap of all other kinds, no.e.,
7a. 6d. per owt.”

Put and passed, and the item as
amended agreed to.

Timber in balks, in the rough, or hewn
or sawn, of not less than 15 inches square,
10 per cent. ad vdlorem:

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : The timber
specified was used largely for mining pur-
poses.

Tee Premier: This only meant that
it would be cut up in the colony, the ob-
ject being to provide work here.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: We could well
afford to allow this wood to come in free.
Tae Premier: Jarrah could be used.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH suggested that
the item be struck out.

Tae Premier : The duty waa 5 per cent.
now.

Mr. KINGSMILIL, : If the member
for Central Murchison (Mr, Illingworth)
had moved, as an amendment, that the
words, “except such as used for mining”
be inserted, it would have answered the
purpose. The duty now proposed would
veigh heavily on gold-mining. What
would be the duty on timber less than 15
inches square?

Tue Preurar: Ten per cent.

Mr. EINGSMILL: Was that an in-
rrease on, the former duty?

Ten Premier: It was b per cent. at pre-
sent.

Mg. EINGSMILL: The duty proposed
would weigh heavily upon gold-mining.

. TeEp Premmr: In what wav? We
wanted our own timber te be used.

Mgr. KINGSMILL : In remote districts
the expense of carting jarrah would be
more than the cost price of oregon, which
was used for cross-bed logs and for engine
beds, and it would last for years, practi-
cally as well as jarrah,

SeEvBERan MeuseRs: Oh, no.

Mzr. JLLINGWORTH: Did the Pre-
ntier consent to his suggestion/!

Kevision of Tariff.

Tae PremEr: No.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Four hundred
feet super of jarrah weighed over a ton,
and if one would have to pay £35 to £40
a ton for bed logs, the cost would become
& serious matter ; whereas oregon, which
would answer the purpose just as well for
the time being, would be only half the
weight. If the timber were reduced be-
low a certain size, it would mean that it
would come here already sawn, and that
would not be desirable.

Mgr. MORAN: What amount did the
duty bring in last year?

TeHe PrexmEr: £107 for balks.

M. MORAN: The Government would
have the labour of imposing the tax, and
would derive no benefit from it.

Tae PREMIER moved that the item
be struck out.

Put and passed, and the item struck out.

This completed the items in the revised
schedule,

Motion to fix date:

Tee PREMIER moved “That in lieu of
the duties of customs heretofore charge-
able on the importation of certain articles
into Western Australia, whether by land
or sea, the several duties of customs men-
tioned in the schedule, as amended and
agreed to by the Committee, shall on and
after the 18th of August, 1898, be
charged.”

Put and passed.

Motion—Excise Duty, to fix date:

Tre PREMIER further moved “That
on and after the 18tn of August, 1898, an
excise duty at the rate of twopence per
gallon be charged on all beer, sle, or atout
brewed or manufactured in Western Aus-
tralia.”

Mr. VOSPER: Would it be competent
to take any steps, on recommittal, for the
purpose of considering items?

Tue PREMIER: A Bill would be
brought in,

Mz, WILSON: Then the Bill could ¢
dealt with.

Me. A. FORREST: Would the Premier
make the duty on beer start on the lst
Sertember?

Tre Premme: It was being paid now.

Mr. A. FORREST: Brewers had not
Licen able to deal with the question, in re-
gard to their customers.

Mg, Georer: How would the refund be

| given to a man on a threepenny beer?



Customs and Excise Duties :

Mr. A, FORREST: Brewers had to sell
beer at such a price that they would
artually lose the amount of duty between
the 18th August and the 1st September.
He had been asked to pacertain whether
the Premier would consent to the duty
cowing into force on the lst September,
when all the arrangements would be com-
pleted.

Mz Winson: Brewers were in the same
pesition as others.

Mr. A. FORREST: Brewers had their
cortracts, and they were not in a position
to pay the amount out of their own
pockets.

Me. Winsoxn : Others also were not in a
pesition to pay the amount out of their
ovn pockets,

Tue PREMIER : By resolution of this
House, some of the duties had already
been received, and he was afraid he could
nit accede to the wish of the mem-
ber for West Kimberley.

Mr. GREGORY: The Act made a
special provision, that stamps should be
#.ld by the Government to the brewers,
und that they should have them affixed to
their cagks. He took it that, when the
Bill was passed, the Government. would
sell stamps, and that no beer would be
allowed to go out without stamps,

Mr. MORAN: Had the Premier ap-
pointed excise officers to insure the col-
lection of the revenue from beer? The
method in Victoria was to place a seal
over the bunghole of each cask.

Tee PREMIER: The same method
would be pursued for collecting the ex-
cise revenue here, when the Bill was
passed. The revenue would be collect-
ed by the police and the Customs offi-
cers, and the expense of collection would
be practically no increase. He under-
stood that this was so in South Austra-
lia.

Mgr. MORAN: Liquor was being sold
in hundreds of places without any sort
of license, particularly on the goldfields,
and e revenue of £50,000 might be col-
lected in this colony from this source,
if properly looked after. The irregular
way in which liquor wae being sold was
scandalous ; and it was a robbery to ask
licensed victualiers to pay £50 a year
in a regular way, while so many other
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persons were evading the license, and
selling liquor irregularly in all sorts
of places.

Hox. 8. BURT: If the Government
intended to collect the excise duty on
beer, it was only right they should give
every facility to brewers for paying the
duty and carrying on their business, so
a3 not to impede the ordinary course of
trade. Stamps should be made and
sold for the purpose. He knew the
trade had been somewhat restricted
already, by reason of the brewers not
being able to pay the duty on beer they
wanted to send out. How breweries in
country districts managed to get on, he
could not comceive; for it was had
enough for breweries in town to have
their trade practically stopped, as it
had been since the 18th August, because
the beer could not be delivered until the
license was paid, and there was no one
to pay it to.

Tee Paemigr: The Collector of
Customs assured him that he had made
all arrangements for collecting the ve-
venue. If that had not been done after
the assurance given, the Collector of
Customs. was not fit for his position.
The collector must be held responsible
for making proper arrangements.

Hox. S. BURT: But the arrange-
madnts were not convenient. It might
suit the Collector of Customs to say
that a cask of beer should not Lie moved
until the revenue was paid; but that
was interfering with the ordinary opera-
tions of the business, The trade had
been as active since the 18th August as
it was before, and beer had to be deli-
vered in ordinary course; yet there was
no provigion made for collecting the re-
venue, nor for appeinting persons io
whom it could be paid. The Govern-
ment should print a stamp and sell it.

Mg. VOSPER: The present Govern-
ment might be entrusted with the col-
lection of the revenue, for he bad never
known them to fail in that.

Tae PREMIER: Our aystent was
exactly the same as that in Sourh Aus.
tralia and Tasmania.

Further motion put and passed.

Progress reported, and the
made an order for the next day.

repott
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HEALTH BILL.
IN COMMITTER.

Consideration in Committes resumed

Clause 190—agreed to.

Clause 191—Power fo close poiluted
wells:

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendwent, in line 8, tha, sher
the word “close” there be msarced the
words “or filled up as may e divected.”

Mr. Georce: Who would bave to pay
for the filling?

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: It would
be done at the cost of the owner of the
premises. .

Mr, Georoe: That was right.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 192 and 193—agreed to.

Clause 194—Power to seize and destroy
pigs and geese trespassing on reserves:

Tar ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
at amendment, that the word “ducks” he
inserted after “pigs,” in lines 4, 7, 10 and
14. These amendments were desired by
the Perth Couneil.

Put and passed, and the clause as
smended agreed to.

Clause 195—Board may license pubhc
snd private morgues:

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
an amendment, that afier the wcrd
“burial,” in line 6, “at an annual fee to be
preseribed by the by-laws” be inserted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 196 to 200, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clause 201—Local boards may order
works to be done by occupier instend of
owner:

Mr. GEORGE: Could the Attorney
Ceneral see his way to give effect to the
views expressed by several members on the
Iast occasion, to the effect that the occupier
of premises should be relieved of the re-
spongibilities which this Bill would throw
upon him? No doubt the first portion of
the clause, while providing that the local
board might require the occupier to do
certain things, stated that the occupier
could recover from the owner; but the
things to be done under this clause would
mostly be done in respect to small tene-
ments, the occupiers of which would
either not be in a position to carry

[ASSEMBLY ]
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v out the work, or, if they were able
! to carry
| the means to take proceedings to

it out, would mnot have
recover from the owners the money speni
on the work. As it was not the intentior
of the Government to harass the occupiert
of small tenements, he respectfully sug

gested that, if the words which threw the

onus of effecting these slterations u, »r
the occupier were struck out, no harm
weuld be done so far as the local board
wag concerned, and much inconvenience
weuld be saved in respect of the class of
terants referred to.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
clauge dealt specifically only with nuie
ances in premises of which the owne
cotld not be found. If the owner eoulc
be found, he was the party against whon
the local board would proceed.

Mr. GEORGE: The agent receiving
the rent could always be found.

Tem ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
person remained in any premises in spite
of a nuisance that existed in such pre
miges, he must put up with the conse
quences. It was with respect to the
clause dealing with the cleansing of
private premises that he had promisec
to introduce an amendment on the re
committal of the Bill, with a view ol
protecting the occupiers of small houses ;
but the clause before the Committec
could not be altered without deviating
from the ends aimed at. We must make
the occupier responsible.

Mr. WILSON: The hon. membel
(Mr. George)had evidently overlooked the
fact that the tenant could make any ex
pense he wac put to a set-off againsi
the rent, and he was protected in thal
regpect.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes;
and he could recover as against the
owner.

Mz. GEORGE: Such tenants had nol
the means to proceed against owners.

Mr. WILSON: Let them set off the
amount against the rent. In this re
spect the clause was perfectly right. Ti
would be difficult to legislate for the
small occupier as distinguished from the
large occupier, for the man withou
means as against the man with nieans
If there were a nuisance on premises which
the occupier could not abate, he woul¢
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wve to leave the house. If, omn the
sther hand, he could abate the nuisance
wnd had to pay for doing so, he would
ake care to pay no rent until he had
yeen recouped for such expenditure.

Ma. GEORGE: While thoroughly
\ppreciating the explanation of the At-
orney General, he must emphasise his
wint in reference to the occupier. He
vould point out to the member for the
Janning (Mr. Wilson), that the clause
ontemplated the removal, abatement,
r prevention of any nuisance, or the con-
truction of any works for the aforesaid
mrpose. Such expenditure might be an
ffset against the reat; but the point
vas that poor tenants had not the money
o expend at the time. He was pre-
rared to accept the Attorney Genmeral's
ssurance that he would amend the pro-
1sion 8o as not to harass the class of
enants referred to, but he wanted the
matter recorded in Hansard. It was
or the cause of the small occupier he was
ontending.

Hon. H W. Venn:
ot affect the law.

Mr, GEORGE: Still, it would be a
ecord of what the Attorney General hnd
edged himself to.

Mr. GREGORY : The last sub-clause
rovided that, where the occupier was
recluded by poverty from complying
rith the requirements of the clause, the
seal board could step in and do the
rork.

Mz. GEORGE: The member for the
janning (Mr. Wilson) had stated that
he tenant could leave the house; but
nly a short time ago people in Perth
rere obliged to camp out because they
ould not get houses.

Tap ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
rgument last week, to whick the hon.
aember referred, was with reference to
he clause dealing with the erection of
rroper cesspits and closets, He had pro-
sised to modify that clause on recom-
aital, so that it should not press unduly
n the small tenant. But the clause
wow before the Committee was a distinet
1atter ; for no constructive work was here
equired to be performed by the occupier,
s the clause applied only to a tenant
+ho had & nuizance on his premises and
hose to allow it to remain there.

Hansard would
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Mr. GEORGE: Take the words in the
fourth line, “construct any works for the
aforesaid purpoee,” and how could they
be reconciled with the Minister’s argu
ment

Tue PreMier: If the tenant created
a nuisance, he would have to clean it up.

Mg, GEORGE: Neo. It might mean
the putting in of drains, to prevent the
accumulation of liquid refuse. He knew
houses in Perth the drainage of which
ran into the back premises of other
houses ; and such nuisances could be re-
moved only by the construction of drains
or cesspits, and why not relieve the tenant
from the responsibility? It wos clearly
the duty of the owner to attend to such
matters.

Tue Premier: Why should the oc-
cupant be relieved? He would be the
couse of the nuisance. .

Mr. GEORGE: Surely the right hon.
gentleman was not speaking seriously.
No one could live in a house without
making s nuisance. Clothes and dishes
had to be washed.

Tar Premizr: Why should we relieve
him?

Me. GEORGE: Simply require that
the property owner, who made his profit
out of his property, should provide proper
means for carrying drainage away. Such
matters did not come under the notice of
the Premier, who lived in a roomy locality.
He moved, as an amendment, that the
words “the person occupying or in pos-
seasion of the premises or,” in lines 6 and
7, be struck out. His object was to make
the agent receiving the rent, and through
him the owner, responsible for construct-
ing the works and deing other things re-
ferred to.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 202 to 205, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clauge 206—Power to take possession
of and lease property on which expenses
are due:

Tare ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment, that after the word
“Act,” in line 3, the words “or of any
Act repealed by this Act” be inserted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.
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Clauses 207 to 210, inclusive—agreed
to.
Clause 211—After twelve years, pro-
perty to vest in Crown.:

" ‘Hon. H W. VENN: Was it not alte-
gether a new principle that the Crown
gshould absolutely confiscate property

after twelve years’ pousession?

" Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
object aimed at was that if a man had
chosen to let property remain unoccupied
for 12 years, and the local board had
taken the trouble to prevent the land
from becoming a nuisance, the land should
revert to the State. That principle ob-
tained in Vietoria, and in most of the
colonies, and the right was the same as
that given to a private individual. What
wag proposed was not confiscation. Tt
was the duty of persons who owned land
to look after it, and if they did not do so,
they should bear the consequence.

Mr. GEORGE : If rates were paid, the
clause, he supposed, would not come into
operation.

Tur Arrorney GEnERaL: No.

Mr. GEORGE: Then, in his opinion,
it was quite right.

Clause put and passed. _

Clauses 212 to 215, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clause 216—Letters on health business
to be free:

Tas ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment, that after the word
“any,” at the end of line 3, the words
“medical practiticner” be inserted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 217 to 220, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clause 221—Continued operation of
notices and orders:

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
" as en amendment, that after the word
“occupier” in line B, the words “and all
subsequent owners and occupiers” be in-
serted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 222 to 227, inclusive-—agreed
to.
Clause 228—Evidence :

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment, that after the word
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in (ommitlee.

“such,” in lines 3 and b, “by-law” be i
serted,

Put and passed, and the clause :
amended d to.

Clauses 229 to 237, inclusive—agre
io.:
Clatse 238—Complaint before ju
tices:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL move
as an amendment, that the words “
petty sessions,” in line 5, be struck out

Put and passed, and the clause :
amended agreed to.

Clauses 239 and 240—agreed to.

Clause 241—Penalties for disobedien
of this Act:

Mr. GEORGE moved that the claw
be struck out. The clause was iniquitou
and had been framed to place upon pr
bably the poorer classes of the communii
a burden which they should never be e
pected to bear. Hon. members shoul
protect all classes of the commumity, b
it seemed to him that many membe:
were not desirous of doing go, otherwir
they would not have allowed clauses i
pass in order merely to protect what w
might call the money-bags or propert;
owners of Western Australia.

Tae ArroRNpy GENBRaL: Nonsense.

Mr. GEORGE: It was not nonsens
and he protested against the action of tt
Government. The Bill created offenct
and created a pepalty, with the idea .
putting the penalty on persons who coul
least afford to pay it, namely, the o
cupiers. He could not allow this questio
to pass without trying to convince men
bers of the earnestness of the views b
held on the subject. He had striven fc
such amendments in the Bill as would con
pel the owner to carry out his obligation
by making the premises habitable.

Tur Premier: Why did not the hm
member move an amendment.

Mp. GEORGE : The difficulty was ths
he had been trying to move an ament
ment, but could not drive sense into th
blockheads before him.

How, H. W. Venn: Was the hor
member in order in calling member
“blockheads” 1

Tre CoaRMAN : The hon. member wa
not in order.

Me. GEORGE withdrew the wor
“bleckhead.” The ground taken by th
Attorney General, in charge of the Bil



Health Bill.

had compelled him to use that language.
Th> Government had not only provided a
penalty, butalsoin their annual Estimates
hed provided a gaol in which to put the
affenders.  The Premier was doing uis
duty to the country by providing an
offence, providing a penalty, and provid-
ing a gaol for those whose fault was that
they had not got the large means which
some hon. members had who were well cff.
He might be told that what he was saying
was all foolishness, but he did not care a

button for anything of that kind. He '
could not see why the Attorney General |

would not do what he had been asked to
do in the previous clause, by knocking out
that provision which penalised the occu-
pier. The owner would make any sort of
a building serve for a tenement, so long
as he could screw rent out of the ocoupier ;
and why should the owner evade his obli-
getions?  Persons should not be penalised
for their poverty, and they might be sent
to gaol under the provisions of another
clause in this Bill.

Hon. 8. Burr: The Committee had not -
gcl to that clause yet, and the hon. men:-

ber was out of order in referring to it.

Mr. GEORGE: This was a proper time
for examining what were the rights of pro-
perty, and the rights of humanity. He
wished to drive into the mind of the Pre-
mier that there was a lower stratum of
society, which had to be considered.

Tee Premier: What did the hon.
member mean, by wasting the time of
everyone in this way!

Mr. GEORGE said his object was to
get the iniguitous part of the Bill ex- -

cised. .

Tee Previsr: Well, move that.

Mgr. GEORGE said he had done that
already, but the obedient majority which
followed the behest of the Attorney
General would not accept it.
try to effect his object in another way.
If the owner were made solely respon-
sible for the acts contemplated in the
Bill, the owner could recoup himself by
the extra rent he could demand from
the tenant. Therefore, where was the
injustice to the owner? A great in-

justice might certainly be done to the -

tenant. More trouble had been caused
by the hurry-scurry of trying to force
Billa through this House, than by any
other cause.

He would
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[The member for the Murray (Mr.
George) continued speaking on the
clause, in a general way, occupying from
10.50 ill 11.28. Many interjections
were made and replied to.]

Tae PREMIER szaid: We are quite
willing to report progress, if you want
more time to consider the clauses.

Mr. GEORGE: Then I will withdraw
my proposition (for striking out the
clause), and move that progress be re-
ported.

Progress reported, and leave given
to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11.30 p.m.
until the next day.

Yegislative @ onneil,
Wednesday, 31st August, 1898.

Question : Bulla Bulla Marsh Road—Motion :
Swan River Sieamers and Boats {post-
poned}—Fire Brigades Bill, in Committee,
veported — Bankruptcy Act Amendment
Bill, in Committee, reported—~Customs
Duties Amendment Bill, first reading—
Beer Duty Bill, first reading—Jury Bill,
third reading—FPaper presented—Interpre-
tation Bill, Select Committee's report—
Adjournment.

The Presipest took the chair at
4.30 ofclock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

QUESTION : BULLA BULLA MARSH
ROAD.

Hon. D. McEAY asked the Colonial
Secretary,—1, Whether the Government
is aware that traffic is being carried on
under the utmost difficulties acroas the
Eulla Bulla Marsh, owing to the road



